






eed 








* 


- ' . » ALS 
“ ——F 
gs a 5 4 . 
ents § ae ’ 
ee ake 
idl, 


 —— 


yd 


ONGRESSIONAL GLOBE.’ 


& 


, —— rs ees 


33 











































<i pUBLISHED AT WASHINGTON, BY JOHN C, RIVES—TERMS $3 FOR THIS SESSION. 
on, ad eeeeeeaeueo3030O3010O0OV'0NNNNNNN EEE ae ee 
OME ser Coneness, Ist Sesston. WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1850. New Szus.....No. 115. 

a ss 1 will add further, that in addition || York; which was read a first and second time by || sented by them upon an examination of the facts; 


the declaration of Mr. Buchanan that the pub- 








. ‘its title, and referred to a Committee of the Wholé || the committee had come to the conclusion that the 
















lay the bill on the table, and on this motion he 











On motion by Mr. T., the Committee of Claims || 


Mr. PHCENIX moved that it be put on its 
passage. The bill would, he said, explain it- 


2) fie interest absolutely requires the adoption of || House, and, with the report accompanying, or- || money advanced by Virginia was a legal subsist- 
4 geha measure, the gentleman from South Car- || dered to be printed. || ing claim against the Uniied States. Vusiale 80 
of gina, Hear me, informs me that Mr. Cathoun, Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee of Claims, || considera it, and the committee, saw no reason to 
he who was also Secretary of State, declared, after || reported back without amendment, and with arec- || deny it. Under all the circumstances under which 
i. left office, that the public interests impera- ommendation that it be put upon its passage, the || the advances were made, the committee had not 
ns | ively demanded the passage of such a bill; and he || bill from the Senate entitled an act for the-relief of || thought proper to make any allowance for inter- 
to was the most rigid economist, perhaps, that this Captain Nathan Adams, of Tennessee. || est. The committee had instructed him to report 
id gation has ever seen. re ; ’ Mr. T. explained the bill, which was to allow | a bill to cover the amount alleged to have been ai- 
h Mr. RICHARDSON made an inquiry, which || credit to be given to a quartermaster for certain || vanced. 

n did not reach the ear of the Reporter. expenditures, in the absence of the usual vouchers || The bill entitled ** A bill for the relief of the Or- 
of Mr. BAYLY said, if the gentleman wishes me || The case had been under the investigation of the || ange and Alexandria Railroad Company” was then 
le answer him, | wilido so. [do not mean to be || Auditor, who was of opinion that the claim ought read a first and seconfl time and referred to the 
a disrespectful to the gentleman from I[Ilinois, though || to be allowed. The vouchers were not exhibited, || Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
e he has done much to provoke me. [A laugh.] 1 || but the committee were satisfied, from an exam- || Union, and, with the report accompanying, ordered 
a shall endeavor to keep my temper, but { assure || ination of the case, that the claimant was entitled || to be printed. 

at it is @ difficult: matter sometimes, under the || to the credit he asked for. These are the simple || Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee of 
d vocation I receive. ; facts in the case, and he would confine himself to || Claims, made an: adverse report on the petition of 
0 Here is the concurrent testimony of three gen- || a bare statement of the facts, as he knew, at the || Nathan Winteringer, asking indemnity for loss of 
0 tlemen who have filled the office of Secretary of | present stage of the session, it was the most pru- || a cargo at New Orleans, by the action of the 
r Sute—Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, and Calhoun, || dent course to say as little as possible || Government last war; which was ordéred to lie 
- iven after they oe out of ae that the on || ‘The bill was ordered to a third reading, and it || on the table and be printed. 

t interests Imperatively require the passage of this || was then read the third time and passed. 

| pill. The gentleman asks me era clerk could Mr. T., from the same pat oo mo reported | COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 

f not perform the duty without the appointment || a bill for the relief of William P. A. Hail; which || Mr. PHGENIX, from the Committee on Com- 
t ofan Assistant Secretary? I say it belongs toaclass || was read a first and second time by tis title, || merce, reported a bill for the relief of Aquiree and 
: of duties that do not come within the province of || referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and || Galway, of New York, which was read a first and 
| aclerk. with the report accompanying, ordered to be || second time by its title. 

Mr. RICHARDSON renewed the motion to || printed. 


demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 65, nays 106; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, 
Bingham, Bissell, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burt, 
Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, 
Colcock, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Featherston, Fuller, 
Gerry, Gorman, Hall, Haralson, Harian, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hoagland, Hub- 
tard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnsou, Jones, 
Kaufwan, La Sére, Littlefield, Job Mann, McCiernand, 
McLanahan, McMullen, MeQueen, Miller, Orr, Phelps, 
Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage, 


Sawtelle, Seddon Stetson, Thomas, James Thompson, Ven- 
able, Wallace, Wentworth, Wildrick, Wood, Woodward, 
and Young—65. 


NAYS—Mesars. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bayly, Bovoth, -Bowie, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Willian J. Bros n, Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, 
Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cai- 
vin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, W. R. 
W. Cobb, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickcy, Dixon, Duer, 
Dancan, Eliot, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fitch, Fowler, 

‘y, Gentry, Gilmore, Gott, Gould, Green, Grinnell, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Holia- 
day, Holmes, Howard, Howe, Joseph W. Jackson, William 
T. Jackson, James L.Jobason, Kerr, George G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, Leffier, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
Matteson, McDowell, McKissock, Finis E. Met.ean, Mill- 
son, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Quilaw, Parker, 


Peasiee, Phoenix, Piiman, Powell, Reed, Risley, Rose, Rum- | 


sey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 

eas Stevens, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, J. B. Thomp- 
aon, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Weliborn, White, 
Whittlesey, and Williams—106. 

So the bill was not laid on the table. 

The question then recurred on referring the bill, 
and, being taken, the bill was referred to the Gom- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
was ordered to be printed. 

COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. BAYLY, in behalf of Mr. Toomss, of 
Georgia, who desired to be relieved from further 
Service as a member of the Committee of Ways 
ease dad tat ae apeches vo seqesnel ws 

+a t the be u to fill 
‘the vacancy thereby occasioned.  . 

Mr. BS was excused. 

And the House directed that the vacancy should 
be supplied. 

COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS. 

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee of Claims, 

pap dy tart ma which was ordered rm lie 
tab printed, on the petition of Iris 

'W. Bates, asking compen for extra 

on revenue schooners Ingham and Harris. 

N. fom a Soames Bee . a 
" corporation 0 irst 
Chareh and Hanover, 


in 'Walanaioor county, New 














was discharged from the further consideration of || 
the memorial of Mary A. Turner and son, for ar- | 
rearages of pension, and for land, if any be coming | 
from the Government, and it was referred to the | 
Committee on the Judiciary. ] 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, || 
made adverse reports in the following cases; which 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed, viz: 

The petition of A. H. Patterson, praying pay- || 
ment for certain mail bags made for the Post Of- 
fice Department; 

The petition of Joel Byington, for indemnity for 
damages done to his farm and house when occu- | 
pied by the United States troops; and 

The petition of Gilbert Stulker, praying pay- | 
ment for the services of the steamer James Adams | 
during the Seminole war. 

On motion by Mr. DANIEL, the Committee of 


| Commerce, reported a bill to provide fo 


self. Its object was to cance! a transportation 
bond given by Aquirre & Galway, on the ship- 
ment of a quantity of wine at New York, and 
bound to New Orleans. The vessel was lost on 
Key West, and the cargo totally destroyed. 

No objection being made, the bill was read a 


| third time and passed. 


Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on 


he pur- 
¥, 


chase of sites and the erection of marine hospitals 


\| at Detroit, Buffalo, and Wilmington, North Car- 


olina; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GRINNELL moved that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
making appropriation fer certain light-houses, and 





Claims was discharged from the further consider- 
| ation of the memoria! of Cornelius Manning, ask- 

ing payment out of the a fund of the treaty | 
of Ghent, applicable to such claims, for the loss of 
certain servants taken by the British during the | 
war; and it was referred to the Committee on For- | 
eign Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. D., the Committee of | 
Claims was discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of Benjamin Parkham, a sol- 
dier of the last war, praying Congress to pass a | 





law granting him bounty land for his services, 
which he avers was never received; and it was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. | 

Mr. D., from the same committee, reported back 
without amendment, the Senate bill for the relief 
of Theodore Offut, which was referred to a Com- | 
mittee of the Whole House. 

Mr. D., from the same committee, reported back 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that it do pass, Senate bill entitled an act to 
amend an act for the relief of D. A. Watterston, | 
approved August 14, 1848. 

r. D. asked that the bill be put upon its pas- | 
| sage, as it did not require commitment. He said | 











that it be recommitted to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Mr. GRINNELL said the Committee on Com- 
merce had sundry amendments which they desired 
to propose to the bill, and it would save time to re- 
commit theibill to avoid the necessity of offering 
them when the bill came up for consideration in 
the House. 

Mr. ASHMUN suggested, that as his colleague 
reported the resolution from a committee, it wae mm 
order and did not require a suspension of the rules 
to receive it; though a two-thirds vote might be re- 
quired for its adoption. 

The SPEAKER said that any motion that re- 
quired a suspension of the rules was not in order 
as @ report from a committee. 

Mr.GRINNELL. Inow movea suspension of 
the rules, then, to enable me to support the motion. 

The SPEAKER. A motionto suspend the rules 
is notin order at this time, as the House are al- 
ready acting under a suepension of the rules. 

Mr. STETSON, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back without amendment, the fel- 
lowing Senate bills; which were referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
viz: 





that the act passed the last Con was founded | 
on a mistake, and this bill was intended to correct | 
it. He eed the bill was intended to cover cer- 
tain travelling experses of Mr. Watterston. 
The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it 
was accordingly read a third time and passed. 
Mr. D. said that a memorial had been re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims praying for the 
payment of some $120,000 advanced by Virginia 
in 1792 to the Federal Government, for the pur- 
pose of erecting buildings. The memorial 
states that the had been turned over to the 
Alexander Railroad Company ;.and it was now pre- 


An act to provide for the removal of obstructione 
in the river Savannah, in the State of Georgia, and 
for the improvement of the same; and 

An act to provide additional security for the lives 
and property of persons navigating the western 
waters. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
a. resolution for the relief of Charies W. 

organ, and others, which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and, with the report accom- 
panying, ordered to be printed. 







































1826 
Mr. GRINNELL renewed his appeal to the 
House by unanimous consent to allow him to 
move to discharge the Committee of the Whole on |, 
the state of the Union from the further considera- 
tion of the bill providing for light-houses, in order 
te recommit it to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. MILLER objected. 


SWAMP LANDS IN ARKANSAS. 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, yeported back with sundry amendments, 
the bill from the Senate entitled * 
the State of Arkansas, and other States, to reclaim | 
swamp lands within their territory.” | 
Mr. BOWLIN said: Mr. Speaker, the.dill which |, 

I now (by order of the committee) report back to 
the House, with amendments, is the same bill | 
which passed the Senate some time ago. As I || 
desire to ask immediate action upon it, I feel that | 
my duty to the committee, as well as to the || 
House, requires that I should submit a few remarks | 
in exp'anation of the character of the measure. I | 
need not tell this House, what everybody knows, || 
that if this bill is suffered to go to the Committee || 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, it is for- | 
ever buried, so far as this Congress is concerned. || 
It has long since passed the Senate, and, being | 
now in this body, must be passed here, or fall a || 
dead letter upon the adjournment of this session— | 
so that, with all its high claims upon the justice of | 
Congress and the coutnry, and deeply interesting | 
as it is toall the mew States of this Confederacy, || 
its friends are constrained, at this late period of | 
the session, to forego debate and to demand action || 
upon it at once. If it must perish, let it rather be | 
by a direct vote of the House than by a hopeless, | 
lingering delay upon the calendar. There is no | 
necessity, under the rules, for its committal, and | 


the number and simplicity of its provisions are || 
such as to be quickly comprehended and its justice || 


easily understood. And now | warn the friends of 
the measure, thata vote to commit is equivalent to 
a vote to reject the bill. And if such a motion 
should be submitted I wish it to be regarded as a 
test upon the merits of the question, in order that || 
the people of the new States may fully understand 
their position in relation to these Government 
claimed ruisances. I therefore conjure the friends | 
of the measure, as well as opponents, who are lib- | 
eral enovgh to allow the sense of the House to be | 
taker upon the bill, to rally for immediate action, | 
as the only course left us to settle the question at 
this stage of the session. The subject of the bill || 
has been frequently discussed; its provisions are || 
few and brief, and are perhaps as well understood | 
now by the House as they would be at any future |. 
period of this already prolonged session; and | 
sincerely hope it will be the pleasure of the House || 
to act at once upon it. Another reason for desiring | 
immediate action is the fact, that the bill proposes 
to donate the swamp and overflowed lands, unfit || 
for cultivation, to the States respectively in which | 
they lie, for the purpose of being reclaimed by | 
State authority and State resources, and the Legis- | 
latures of several of those States only sit bier- || 
pially, and the coming winter is the time of that || 
cession in several of them, so that if this bill is de- | 
ferred now,and should even afterwards pass, it 
will delay all provision for reclaiming them for ‘| 
that length of time. | 

The passage of this bill apd the donation of | 
these scraps of land, injurious as they exist, to the 
States, and utterly valueless to this Government, | 
is but the beginning of the work of reclamation; || 
the State Legislatures must follow, appropriate | 
money, and redeem them from the water—and the | 
sooner the better for the health of the people and 
the prosperity of the country. 

l-now ask the indulgence of the House, whilst 
J submita few remarks upon the merits of the bill, || 
not so much in the way of argument, as in the mere | 
statement of facts. These formations of swamps 
and periodically overflowed lands, are common to 
aimost all Territories of sufficent area to constitute a 
State. They are evils common to all countries, ren- 
dering in their original condition, portions of the 
eurth not only d te and unsusceptible of cultiva- 
tion, but fruitful promoters of disease and death. 
They can only be removed, or their evils mitigated 
by means of and money, which, when pro- |) 
perly employed, must redeem portions of the land 
feorm steruity, and make it valuable and useful, in- 
stead of the generator of disease. Whensuch lands 
beiong to the States in which they lie, there is no 





TH 


| out the obnoxious doctrine. 


|alone gave valué to. 


*% 


| diffieulty jn their improvement, as the land -re- 
| claimed goes to recompense the State, in whole or |: 


in part, for the advances made for their redemp- 


employ her means to abate such nuisances in her 


| midst, particularly where she is permitted to en- 


joy the whole fruits of her money expended and 
labor employed. 
the lands redeemed from the water, constitutes the. 
means to enable her to perform the work, without 


: bt | imposing unnecessary burdens upon disinterested 
n act to enabie | 


communities. At all events, if she reclaims land, 


it is for herself, and not for the sole benefit of a 


mammoth speculator, who stands ready to plant 
his Jacob’s staff, and seize it the moment the money 


‘| and labor of the State has removed the water 


from it. 

But the case is wholly different in the new 
States, where the land is owned, and its primary 
disposal regulated by a Government separate, in 
some respects, to that which enjoys the possession 
of the soil. There, if they reclaim them, the 
profits of their own labor do not inure to their 


| own benefit, but to the benefit of others who con- 


tribute nothing to produce it. And however press- 


ing the necessity of removing these nuisances to | 


preserve the health of the community, the Legis- 
latures of the States would be slow to tax the peo- 
ple to reclaim lands which when reclaimed would 
be seized upon, and offered in market to the very 
people whose money had been employed to give 
them the only value they had. . So that these sub- 
merged lands, if they are not relinquished to the 
States in which they lie, must remain for a long 
period unreclaimed—a perfect blight upon the set- 


tlement and ~prosperity of the surrounding coun- || 


try. It is true, that if this Government will cling 
to them with a miser’s grasp, that in the course of 
time necessity will compel the States, in preserv- 
ing the health of their citizens, to reclaim them, 
and this Government will be able to make a profit- 
able speculation upon their labor; but such a course 
is too obviously unjust to merit a consideration for 
a moment. No man would openly avow so vile 
a policy, and yet, by inactivity upon this subject, 
and slumbering quietly over the frequent applica- 
tions of the States interested to do something in 
this matter, we are daily, by non-action, carrying 
The older of the 
new States have already felt the pressure of the 
system of leaving these lands to be reclaimed by 


| State or individual enterprise, when this Govern- 


ment would step in and sell that which their labor 
The people of Ohio have 
reclaimed much land, for which they have had to 
pay the Government her price. The State of 
Louisiana is an illustrious example of the work- 
ings of this policy. Their great levees, erected at 
immense cost for the protection of her people, 


| neceasarily reclaimed millions of acres, which were 


subsequently surveyed and sold by this Govern- 
ment, which but for that great work would never 
have been worth acent. As some remuneration 
for her labor and expense, Congress subsequently 
donated to her, for purposes of reclamation, a por- 
tion of her yet remaining swamp lands, which to 
her will be of value, but would be valueless to any 


| one else,as it will probably require as much to re- 


claim them as they will be worth when reclaimed. 


prosperity of the State. 

That these swamps are injurious to the health, 
and detrimental to the prosperity of the States in 
which they lie, all must admit, and there are but 
two ways pointed out by which they can be re- 
moved. One is, by this Government doing it, and 
reimbursing itself out of the land reclaimed; end 
the other is, by the States respectively interested 
doing it for themselves, These are the only re- 
sources to which the people affected can look, that 
have the means or power of accomplishing a work 
of such magnitude. Then the question arisés, 
whether the General Government could or should 
engage in the work of draining these swamps, 
merely to reclaim land for the market? Whether 
it has the power to engage in a work so local in its 
character, or whether it would be a profitable in- 
vestment if it had? I undertake to say, that if it 
could or would, the States affected and the people 
interested, would certainly be most highly gratified, 
as their object is solely to have them redeemed by 
whatever authority has the power and the ability. 


Indeed, the anticipated value of | 


they were only driven from this 
_ firm conviction that 
reclaim them, and in turn asked a 
them. How farthe General Government has 


| not now stop to discuss, as it is enough to de 


tion. But the very fact of that difference of 





| these formations cannot reclaim the 
| the want of means, and that legitimate organization 
| so essential to the prosecution of a great work, 
| And if it were in their power to accomplish it by 





| ment in relation to these lands. 
| them as they are, nor will it reclaim them; then we 
ask it to abandon them to the States that can and 
| will do both. This is the smallest act of justice 
| that it can perform, and the wisest policy that it 
| can pursue, to rid themselves of a worthless prop- 
erty, on condition that it may be made to contri- 
| bute to the sale of the surrounding lands and to the 
_ national wealth and prosperity. 
But she has, as every other State has, a deeper in- || 
| terest than the mere amount of dollars and cents 
involed in the operation—in the future health and || 
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It is no matte eculation in th 
te mauet of spectlaton in the Stas 


for these waste 


_of blic deniain, but ye 
tion; and every well-ordered State will readily || 7 M, Dut a pure matter of n 


sity, to, rid themselves, if possible, of monn 
nuisances. As an evidence of that feclinte, Fa 
recur to the fact, thatall their early memorials <M 
the subject were directed to the point, and sliket 
Congress to appropriate money for reclamatic 
and held out as an inducement the value of . 
lands that might be redeemed from the water, _ 
Position f; 
Congress never would Fa 
valueless boon, upon condition that they recline’ 


to engage in a work of so local a character, | wil 


strate the improbability of such a thing ever ae 


accomplished, were the power not a mooted ques. 


3 Opinion 
as to power, would keep it forever an open question 
whilst the people would be left to suffer all the in, 
conveniences of their existence. And even if the 
power was not a debatable question, and was “ing 
ceded to exist in the most ample form, the whines 
would be but little nearer gained through this Gov- 
ernment, from the difficulties of engaging it ing 
work so peculiarly local. All experience has 
shown, that objects that affect alone the interest of 
a limited portion of the people of a State, cay 
rarely be so forced upoh the attention of the whole 


_ Confederacy as to induce them to engage in its jm. 


rovement. Indeed, objects of a much more ep. 

arged character frequently fail here, from this 
spirit of indifference to the fate of others, 

The people of the particular sections affected by 

» alike from 


forming combinations, it would be grossly unjust 


| to force such a burden upon them, through the 
| necessity of protecting the health of their respec- 


tive neighborhoods. 
The appropriate powers to perform this work 
are the States respectively in which they are loca- 


ted. The States can do the work, they can eom- 
| mand the resources, and they have manifested a 


willingness in many instances to engage in it, if 


| the fruits of their labor can be made to inure to 


their benefit, by way of indemnity, as far as it will 
go, for the work. All they ask is the assurance, 


| that if they spend their means in reclaiming lands 


utterly worthless in’ their present condition, and 


| forever lost to this Government, that they shall 
| have, as a source of reimbursement in part, all the 


lands they redeem from the water and render fit 
for habitation and cultivation. This is but just 
and reasonable, and accords with that liberal spirit 
of policy which ought to distinguish this Govern- 
It cannot enjoy 


But it may be asked, what interest this Govern- 


| ment has in reclaiming these lands, which if they 


yield no profit, cost no money? { might answer 
in the first place, that it at least has a common in- 
terest in the health and peeety of the country. 
But to those gentlemen who are influenced, in 


| everything touching the public lands, by a money- 
saving policy, I could give a more effective an- 


swer, by illustrating its effects in a pecuniary point 
of view. These swamps and overflows do not 
only destroy the land they cover, but cast their 
blighting influence. over the whole surrounding 
country, and to that-extent greatly retard the sale 
and settlement of the public lands. The people 


| will not, to any considerable extent, settle and im- 
prove a cou 


, however otherwise inviting, 


which lies in the vicinity of these generators 


of disease and death. And when they do, too 


frequently, nine a confident assurance against 

all Slonehin for their perilous situation, they will 

not enter the lands, and to that extent the Treas- 

ury is defrauded of its just dues. } 

sien eee tee eens ett ate 
swamps upon les ¢ 8, 

wil invite the attention af ie House to an exam- 
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from my own State. Nearly all the swamp 
Peas in Missouri lie in the Jackson land district, 
of the first districts created in that region of 
country, being put in operation in 1818, and the 
swamp amounts to 1,462,057 acres. The district 
itself embraces an area of 14,420 square miles, or 
9,298,559 acres. Of this there was surveyed, up 
io Januaty 1, 1848, 7,766,502 acres, leaving the 
grea of the Swamps (ansurveyable from their char- 
acter) of 1,462,057 acres unsurveyed. Of the 
mount surveyed, 6,883,156 acres have been pro- 
claimed for sale, and are in market at the minimum 
‘oe of the public lands. The amount sold to 
that date was 657,384 acres, showing a disparity 
hetween the amount contained, the amount offered 
for sale, and the amount sold, perhaps unparal- 
ieled. And when we reflect that the northern 
rtion of this district embraces one of the rich- 
est mineral regions in the United States, and the 
southern portion, where above water, one of the 


richest agricultural countries in the world, we are | 


at no loss to account for the causes of these dimin- 
ytivé sales. “They are to be found in that long 
black line of Swamps that stretch their length 
through the greater portion of the district, and 
cast their blighting influences over every part of 
it. If these swamps were removed, there is no 
country more inviting, and I Mave no hesitation in 


saying, that upon such a contingency these lands | 


would be immediately entered, settled, and im- 


proved. The existence of the swamps destroys 


the sales, and will forever destroy the sales of them, 
until they are removed. Then, asa matter of dol- 
lars and cents, Congress is invited to donate less 
thana million and a half of acres of worthless 
swamps, in order to give marketable value to 


nearly seven and a half millions of acres of the | 


most fertile lands. What is said here of Missouri 
and the Jackson land district, applies to all the 
Siates and districts, doubtless, in which these 
swamp lands lie, and I cite this case as a specimen 
of the whole system. The Missouri swamps 
stretch on through Arkansas, and widen as -they 
’ These lands, utterly worthless as they exist, 
must be sooner or later devoted to their own recla- 
mation; and if so, the sooner the better, both for 
Treasury and the health and prosperity of the 
States in which they lie. 
States hold their sessions of the Legislature bien- 
nially, and the coming winter is the session. 
that if this bill is not now passed, it will defer ac- 
tion on the subject in those States for two years 
longer, if it does not worry them to an abandon- 
ment of the great design of draining them for many 
years to come. 

This bill, with the amendment, simply proposes 
to grant to the States in which they lie the swamp 
and overflowed lands which are unfit for cultiva- 
tion, for the purpose of being devoted to their own 
reclamation. The amount is a fixed and ascer- 
tained fact in the Land Office, and is fully sent forth 
in a report to the Senate, made by the late Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, in response 
toa resolution of the Senate known as the Cor- 
win resolution. The bill, as it came from the Sen- 
ate, was no doubt ae to carry out the same 
object precisely, as the bill will now, with the 
amendment proposed by the committee, which has 
been furnished by the Commissioner of the Gen- 
erel Land Office in a letter toa gentleman of this 
House, in reply to an inquiry from the honorable 
R. W. Jounson of Arkansas, who has taken an 
active interest in this measure in behalf of his 
State, and who caused the !etter to be laid before 
the committee, and which I now have before me, 
the object of which was to make clear and definite 
what was somewhat obscure in the Senate bill. 
The Senate bill, and the bill as proposed to be 
amended, had doubtless the same ultimate object; 
but owing to the wording of it, would not, in the 
Opinion of the Commissioner, have effected its 
purpose without the amendment. The Senate bill, 
as itcame to us, in describing these lands, used 
the following terms: ‘as are known and pe 
ted on the plats of the office, as swamp lands,” 
&e., and thereby imposed a limitation which too 
much limited grant. There is but little of 
these swamp and overflowed lands d on 
the plats of the office, owing to the facts, that the 
dryest seasons were sought for surveying them; 
andjin all instances nearly, the surveyors paid lit- 
tle or no attention to eb ry ge the coun- 
try. Consequently, it not be specified on 
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the information from other sources, and will be | an expression of the opinion of the Houde upon 
able to designate at once every acre reported in i the merits of the bill by a direct vote on its pass- 
the new States as swamp and overflowed lands. || age. Thisis all ths friends of the bill ask—to let it 


Hence the necessity of the amendment, to make 


the bill correspond with the report of the Com- | 


come to a vote; and if the sense of the House is 
against the measure, let it be so expressed and set- 


missioner, setting forth the quantity of swamp || tied; if, on ths contrary, it should be in favor of the 


and overflowed lands in each State respectively 
which in its present condition is wholly unfit for 
cultivation, 
tained in the office, that if the bill were to pass to- 
day, the Commissioner could proceed to set apart 
at once all that the bill would grant. 


ble, and read, as follows: . 
“Generat Lanp Orrice, July 2, 1850. 


Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your | 


letter of yesterday, inquiring whether Senate bill No. 3, 


will embrace all public lands subject to annual overflow ? || 


And if not, then what is the character of those swamp 
lands that will be effected by thatact? In answer I have the 
honor to state, that by the first seetion of that bill, it is pro- 
posed to grant to the State of Arkansas “the whole of those 
“swamp and overflowed lands, known and designated on 
‘ the plats of the General Land Office as ‘swamp lands,’ and 


| ‘which shall remain unsold at the passage of this act,’? &c. 


This provision is extended by the fourth section of that 


act to “each of the other States of the Union in which |! 


such ‘swamp lands,’ known and designated as aforesaid, 
may be situated.”’ This grant being thus restricted to such 
of the swamp and overflowed lands as are known and de- 
signated on the plats of this office as “swamp lands,” will 
not include much of that which is subject to annual over- 
flow; tor the reason that it has always been an object with 
the deputy surveyors to survey the wet or overflowed lands 
in the dryest seasons ; and hence those which are returned 
on the plat and field notes as “swamp lands,” are gener- 
ally of that character in the dry seasons, and consequently 
mostly irreclaimable. 

I have caused an é¢xamination to be made of the plats 


| of the surveys in Michigan ; Mississippi, along the river; 


Louisiana, on the west bank of the Mississippi; [li- 
nois, along the “ American bottom,” as itis called; and 
Florida; and with the exception of the last-mentioned 
State, very few of the lands are represented as “ swamp.” 
This is specially the case in the plats of the old surveys 


on which but little of the topography of the country is | 


shown. : 

By striking out all in the fourth line after the words “ over- 
flowed lands,” all in the fifth line and all in the sixth line, 
except the words “ shall be,” at the end of that line, in the 
first section, the object of the bill will, in my opinion, be 
fully obtained. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. BUTTERFIELD, Commissioner. 

Hon. R. W. Jounson, House of Representatives. 


As to the quantity granted by the bill, it may in | 


some instances seem large; but the House must 
recollect, that it is one of those kind of grants, 
which increases the obligation on the States in 
proportion to the increased size of the grant; and 
those are not the most fortunate that get nominally 
the most land. Indeed, the contrary is more likely 
to be the practical result. Michigan and Arkansas 


acquire under this bill the largest amount of | 


land, aa they have the greatent quantity of pwarmp, } ing the demand for the previous question. 


and [ certainly regard them as the most unfortu- 


ate Fee, bi Deng borecdes ine on tae. of | from Tennessee [Mr. Wixtiams] to withdraw the 


such territory. 1 am certainly rejoiced that it 
does not fall to the fate of Missouri to be one of 
the largest of such grantees. So that as the work 
of reclaiming is likely to be equal to the value of 
the land reclaimed, there is nothing in the differ- 
ence of quantity to the respective States, that 
could raise any well-founded objection to the pas- 
sage of the bill. 
less any State has of it in her borders, the better 
is her condition. It is not a speculation on the 
part of the States, but a burden upon their re- 
sources, which they are willing to assume, to 
redeem lands returned by the proper officers to 
the department as swamps alll avorlows, unfit 


for cultivation, and valuless in their present condi- | 


tion. 
Mr. HARALSON interposed, and inquired 
whether the effect of the amendment would not be 


to grant all lands at any time subject to overflow; || 
and if so, would it not grant lands to an almost | 


unlimited extent? 

Mr. BOWLIN (resuming) re 
amount of land conveyed by this bill was a fixed 
and settled fact in the 


of the Commissioner to the Senate, where every 
foot of swamp and overflowed land in every 
land district in the United States was specifically 
set forth, and could be set apart at once; so there 
could be no uncertainty as toamount. This aub- 


ject has been frequently diseussed in this House || 
i Senate have passed this bill | 


and in the Senate; the 
upon full deliberation, and I have no doubt that 
this House are as well prepared to vote upon it 
now as they would be at any future time, and | 


| Frederick P. Stanton, Riehrd H. Stanton, 


| Wentworth, 
| Wood, Wright, and Young—117. 


|| to 


It is at best a nuisance, and the | 





lied, that the || 





| measure, the States suffering from this inconve- 
| nience should be promptly relieved. 
That matter is so accurately ascer- || 


ne rom With a firm 
conviction of the justice of the measure, and con- 


| fiding in the temper of the House to award it fairly, 
| now submit the bill in behalf the committee, and 
| ask that it may be put upon its passage, 

The letter being called for, was sent to the ta- 


Mr. WILLIAMS moved the previous question. 
Mr. HAMPTON. Isit in order to move to re- 


| fer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER replied, that it was not in order 

nding the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. VINTON moved to lay the bill on the 
table. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered on 
the motion. 

The question, “Shall the bill be laid upon the 
table ?”’ was taken, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 50, nays 117; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Booth, Chea 
ter Butter, Calvin, Casey, Clarke, Colcock, Dimmick, Na- 
than Evans, Freediey, Gerry, Hampton, Haralson, Hay, 
Hebard, Howe, William T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, 


J. G. King, J. A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, Job Mann, 
Matteson, McLanahan, MeMullen, Meacham, Moore, Net- 


| son, Ot.s, Pitman, Reed, Risley, Root, Ross, Rumsey, Sack- 


ett, Sawtelle, Silvester, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Tay- 
lor, James Thompson, Tuck, Vinton, Wallace, and Wood- 
ward—5v, 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Andersen, Ashmun, 
Averett, Baker, Bay, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Bowie, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Aibert G. Brown, William J. 
Brown, Buel, Burrows, Burt, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph 
Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, 
Cleveland, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cole, Cor- 


| win, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Dun- 


can, Durkee, Eliot, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gilbert, Gil- 


| more, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Green, Grinnell, Hall, Hamil- 
| ton, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 


L. Harris, Haymond, Henry, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, 
Howard, Hubbard, Joseph W. Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Jones, Julian, Kaufman, George G. King, La Sére, Leffler, 
Horace Mann, Marshall, McClernand, McDonald, McDow- 
ell, McGaughey, McQueen, Miller, Millson, Morehead, 
Morse, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Phanix, Pot- 
ter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, 
Schenck, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, 
homas, Jacob 
Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Venable, Walden, Waido, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williama, 


So the bill was not laid upon the table. 

Mr. HAMPTON. I move that the bill be re- 
ferrd to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on second- 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked the gentleman 


demand for the previous question, that he (Mr. C.) 
mnigat introduce an amendment, which he desired 
nave read. 

Mr. WILLIAMS declined to withdraw. 

Mr. COBB desired, that by the unanimous con- 


| sent of the House, his amendment might be read 
| for information. 


Mr. VINTON objected. 
It was as follows: Insert after the word * over- 


|| flowed” the words * the mountain lands, and the 
| proceeds of said mountain lands to be applied to 


common schools in the States respectively.” 

So the amendment was not read. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the demand for the previous question, and the vote 
stood—ayes 85, noes not counted. 

So there was a second. 

The main question was ordered, being first on 
agreeing to the amendment of the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

Mr. CLEVELAND called for the reading of 


Office, but not set out | the bill. 


on the plats. That it was contained in the report || 


It was read. Pending the question— 
On motion, the House adjourned. 





NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, gave notice 
that on to-morrow or some subsequent day, he 
would ask leave to bring in the following bills: 

A bill to alter and amend the revenue laws so as 
to afford reasonable protection and encoure,sement 
to American labor; 

A bill to abolish slavery in the Territory of Utah; 
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A. bil to repeal so much of the acts cae 
territorin! governments in New Mexico and Uta 
as recognizes slavery in said Territories, and as 
pledges the nation to admit new slave States into 
ee Salas Veraih Wid nial wes Mili iteve ee, | 
A bili.to and annul the ve slave law, 
passed September, 1850. 


PETITIONS. 


The following petitions were presented under 
the rule, and referred to the appropriate com- || 
mittees: 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Ezekiel Dyer and oth- 
ere; aiao the petition of Temple C. Coffin and others, citi- 
zens of Washington county, Maine, for the erection of a | 
light-hewse on Pond Island at the mouth of the Narragansett 
river in Maine. 

Ev Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of Edward K. Toyers, |) 
of Philadelphia, asking the Government to refund to him the || 
joss he has sustained on his goods by the falling of the pub- |) 
lic store -house in Philadelphia. 














IN SENATE. 
Mownpar, September 16, 1850. 

Tke PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before that 
body a communication from James Robertson, 
complaining of injuriea alleged to have been re- || 
ceived and grievous wrongs inflicted on him by || 
false imprisonment at the instance of certain per- || 
sons in the employment of the Senate, and asking | 
that he may be indemnified for the same. 

The document was referred to the Committee | 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PRATT presented a memorial from citizens | 
of the District of Columbia, asking that the por- | 
tion of the Columbia Turnpike road tying within | 
the limits of the District may be purchased by the || 
Government, and made free of toll. The memori- 
} 
| 


} 
i 


alists set forth that they have been subjected to a 
heavy tax in their intercourse between their farms | 
and places of residence in the county and city of | 
Weshington, with which they have constant com- | 
munication, to attend markets with their produce, | 
and for various purposes of business, and they 
ask, as Congress has generously set free all the 
other avenues of approach to the seat of Govern- || 
ment within this Dir ,iet, that they will remove 
this burden, and express the bélief that the road 
can be purchased for a reasonable consideration. | 
The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

C1VIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. || 


Mr, DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- | 
nance, to which was referred House bill making | 
appropriation for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of Government for the year ending June 30, 1851, 
and for other pur , reported back the same 
with sundry amendments. He said the committee | 
might bereafter have other amendments to offer, 
which they would submit when the bill should be 
under consideration. 

Oa the motion of Mr. DICKINSON, the amend- || 
ments were ordered to be printed and the bill was 





made the special order for Wednesday next at 
twelve o'clock, and every day thereafter until dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, in the absence of 
the chairman of the Committee on the Library, 
sabmitied a series of amendments, which he will | 
offer when the bill shall be under consideration, in | 
order that they may be printed. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 

’ REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr, FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill relinquishing 
to the State of Iowa the salt springs set apart for 





seanteacttsemente 





| and a donetion of the pu 


|| Legislature of Indiana. in favor of a grant of the 


|| cational purposes, asked to be discharged from | 
| the further consideration of the same; which was 


| rial of Thomas Wilson and others, asking the 
| passage of a law to incorporate a joint stock com- 
| pany, reported a bill to incorporate the Pioneer 
| Cotton Manufacturing Company of Georgetown, | 


|| Hascall, reported back the same with amendments, 


j 
} 
| 





their use, reported back the same without amend- 
ment. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill to aid the State of Louisiana in 
yeclairaing the overflowed lands therein, and for 
other purposes, reported back the same withbut 
amendment, 

Aiso, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill to set apart a portion of the public 
lands with which to construct .a railroad from the 
Mississippi to the Missouri river, reported back 
the same without amendment, 


Also, from the same committee, to which was | 
to the Nashville and | 


referred the bill granting 
Ohattanooga railroad company the right of way 
and a donation of public land for the purpose of 


losating and yee ry te in and through 
the public lands in the of Alabama, reported 





oo 


back the same without amendment, and asked that } to be ‘ 


both bills be laid on the table, on the ground that 
a general bill embracing the subject had been be- 
fore reported; which was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which were 


| referred the following memorials, to wit: 


The memorial of the Sacramento and Sierra 
Nevada railroad some’. asking the right of way 

lic lands. 

The memorial of a committee of the Mechanics 
Mutual Protection, No. 41, of the city of New 
York, protesting against the passage of the bounty 
land bill. 

The memorial of citizens of Arkansas, asking. a 
grant of land to the trustees of the Alexandria rail- 
road company; and ‘ 

The petition of Marcus Spalding, asking the 
Senate io pass the bounty land bill, asked to be 
discharged from their further consideration; which 


| was ayreed to, 


Mr. HAMLIN, frdm the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 


| letter of th: Secretary of State, communicating the 
| report of che Rev. R. R. Gurley, recently sent out || 


by the Government to obtain information in rela- 


| tion to Liberia, reported in favor of printing the 


same; which was agreed to. 
Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the resolution of the 


unsold lands in the Vincennes district, for edu- | 


agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the resolutions of the Legislature of Mich- 
igan, in favor of a grant of land for the purpose of 
establishing State agricultural schools, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
same; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee- on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which was referred the memo- | 


District of Columbia; which was read, and ordered | 
to a second reading. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Patents | 
and the Patent Office, to which was recommitted | 
the bill for the relief of Hiram Moore and John 





and asked their inimediate consideration. 
Objection was made, and the bill was not con- | 
sidered. a 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- | 


| tee on Military Affairs, to which were referred the | 
| following memorials, to wit: The memorial of the 


Legislature of Missouri, in favor ofa grant of land | 
to teamsters who served in the war with Mexico, 
and the memorial from General Hugh W. Dobbin, | 
asking remuneration for services in the war of | 
1812, submitted a report in each case, which wag 
ordered to be printed, and asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same; which 
was agreed to. | 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of C. J. Cook and A. A. 
Lockwood, asking compensation for their prop- 
erty, destroyed by a party of United States soldiers | 
in the town of Fredericksburg, in the State of 
Texas, submitted a report, asking to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK moved that the report be printed; 
which motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. CLARKE, from the Committee on Pablic 
Buildings, to which was referred the memorial of 
Gilbert Cameron, asking that a contract be made 
with him to complete the wings of the Patent Office, 
he eerie been the lowest bidder, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the same; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings, to which was referred the petition of 
James J. Fowler, reported the following resolu- 
tion, and asked its immediate consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secre o 
fund of the Senate to tamed ne ae eae eh, 
being a balance due for carpenter’s work done on the public 
stable in the service of the Senate. 

The motion having been agreed to, the resolu- 
tion was read a first and second time, and ordered 
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No objection be made, the resolution was 

; considered as in Committee 
of the Whole; and no amendment having been pro. 
posed, it was ordered to be engrossed fora thir 
reading. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
documents in relation to the claims of Wyche and 
Latham, asking compensation for extra services 
submitted a report in writing, which was ordere4 
to be printed, accompanied by a joint resolution 
for the benefit of Wyche and Latham 

Also, from the same comtaittee, to which was 
referred the petition of Richard S. Coxe, askin 
compensation for legal services as counsel to the 
Post Office Depa nt, submitted a report in 
writing, which was ordered to be printed, accom. 
panied by a joint resolution for the benefit of Rich. 
ard S. Coxe, which was then passed to a second 
reading. 

APPLICANTS FOR PENSIONs., 

Mr. BELL submitted the following resolution 
which was considered by unanimous consent and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directeg 
to furnish to the Senate, as early as practicable, a statement 
showing the names of ail the oe ea! for pensions under 
the acts of June 7, 1832, July 4, 1836, and July 7, 1838, respect. 
ively; and the acts amendatory thereof, whose claims had 
been rejected or suspended, the grounds of such suspeasion 


or rejection, and the places of residence of such applicants 
so far as the same can be given. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. FREMONT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to ascertain 
and settle the private land claims in the State of 
California; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Publie Lands. 

Mr. GWIN, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to authorize and 


|| direct the payment of certain moneys into the Trea- 


suty of the State of California, which were col- 
lected in the ports of said State, as a revenue upon 
imports, since the ratification of the treaty of peace 
between the United States and the Republic of 
Mexico, and prior to the admission of said State 
into the Union ; which was read a first and second 
time by its title and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. PRATT asked and obtained the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to introduce a bil} to prevent 
enticing or assisting slaves to escape from their 
owners in the District of Columbia, and for other 
purposes ; which was read and passed to a second 


reading. 

Mr. PRATT asked that the bill have its second 
reading now. 

Mr. RALEand Mr.SEW ARD having objected, 
the motion could not be entertained. 

Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
for the more prompt execution of the printing of 
Congress ; whish santeell nd pansdheda-coned 
reading. 

BILLS PASSED. ty 

The following engrossed bills were severa 
read a third threeand passed : 

The bill to repeal so much of the act approved 
the 11th of Au , 1848, as extends the provis- 
ions thereof to Macao. . 

The ‘Sill to preserve with Indien tribes in 
California, by extinguishing their territorial claims 
in the gold mine district. : 

On motion by Mr, ATCHISON, the title of this 
bill was amended so as to read “* An act to author 
ize the appointment of Indian agents in Californ’s, 
and for purposes.” . 

MEMORIAL FROM NEW MEXICO. 
On paoying the merit FUROR ibe meee 


' resented 
ico were or to be 
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BILL FROM THE HOUSE. 
The act in relation to the claims of Virginia of- 


- for half pay, was received from the House 
bor resentative, read a first and second time, 
aod referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Claims. Thedill provides that the proper officers 
of the Government, in adjudicating claims for half 

y of the officers of the State of Virginia, under 
ne third section of the act entitled ‘ An act to pro- 
vide for liquidating and paying certain claims of 
the State of Virginia,” approved Sth July, 1832, 
shall in no case allow commutation and interest, 
ip liew of half pay. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY. 

Mr. HALE asked for the consideration of the 
fllowing resolution, which was offered by him on 
Saturday = 

«Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
lay before to the Senate the proceedings ofa board of offi- 
cers of the BaVY, convened at Washington for the purpose 
ofadvising in ard to promotions in the navy, and holden 
py order of the Secretary of the Navy during the time George 
Bancroft Exq., was Secretary of the Navy, or subsequent to 

rt 79 
ne BADGER. I hope the Senate will not | 

roceed to the consideration of that resolution, It 
will necessarily give rise to discussion; and, besides, 
| think what is proposed to be done will be very 
injurious. It is to call upon the Secretary of the | 
Navy for a report that seems to have been made | 
under the direction of Secretary Bancroft, who, in 
my judgment, when he directed the investigation 
to be made which resulted in that report, took a 
false step, and one that will be fruitful of the most 
mischievous consequences if this report should be 
published. 1 think it far better that the Senate 
should pass a resolution directing the Secretary of 
the Navy to cause it to be burnt than to have it 
published. I hope, therefore, that the resolution 
will not be taken up now, and that we shall not 
be subjected to the necessity of discussing it. If 
itis at allimportant, it will answer all purposes just | 
as well at the next session as at this time; and for 
the purpose of testing ihe sense of the Senate on 
the subject, L move that the resolution lie on the 
table. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the Senator will withdraw 
the motion for a few minutes. 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. HALE. This report is an important one. 
] called at the Secretary’s office to see it, and it was | 
at the suggestion of the Secretary himself that [ 
introduced the resolution. The Secretary told me 
at that time, that the paper had been once before 
the Senate, bat from some cause or other it was 
returned to him unopened. I repeat, it was at the 
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SLAVE TRADE IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
‘The bill to suppress the slave trade in the District | 
of Columbia came up on the question of its pas-— 


Mr. BENTON. I wish this morning to make | 
a remark which is called for by what has taken | 
place. Iam one of those who insisted, both as a 
matter of right and as a matter of expediency, that 
certain bills, commonly called the omnibus, should | 
be separated and treated on their own merits. I| 
was answered by arguments of expediency, that | 
the bills would pass sooner all together, and that | 
thereby a better effect would be produced in set-— 
ting the public mind. I disagreed with those ar- | 
guments, and I then brought upon myselfa great | 
deal of censure in some parts of the country, and 
especially in my own State. The thing is now over, | 
the votes have been taken, and the results tell, | 
what history will tell, that 1 was right in every- | 
thing that I said. We have had votes upon every | 
subject, and when separated every subject potaeds 
passed genni without a struggie, and by a great 
majority, and the effect on the public mind has 
been just as sedative as if the whole dose had been 
taken atonce. And, sir, when we come to look 
into the yeas and nays on the four leading meas- | 
ures, the admission of California, the territorial | 
government for Utah and New Mexico, and the | 
settlement of the Texan boundary question, we | 
find that the yeas who voted for all the four meas- | 
ures amount to just seventeen! and counting in one | 


who was absent [Mr. Cray] they would have 
been just eighteen—eighteen out of sixty. That 
there may be no mistake about it, I will read the 


may be corrected. Those who voted for all the 
measures are, Messrs. Bradbury, Brigift, Cass, 
Cooper, Dodge, Dickinson, Douglas, Felch, Hous- 
ton, Jones, Mangum, Norris, Shields, Spruance, 
Sturgeon, Wales, and W hitcomb—just seventeen, 
and the one absent would make eighteen. And 
that | hold to be the true strength of the omnibus 
bill, as proved by the result, when every member 
was at liberty to vote precisely as he thought 
right, uninfluenced by any other consideration 
than what belonged to the bill itself. Then with 
respect to the Committee of Thirteen, | find there 
were only five of them voting for the whole of 
these measures, and | read their names, so that if 
there be any mistake, | may be corrected. They 
were Messrs. Bright, Cass, Cooper, Dickinson, 
and Dodge of lowa. So that there were only five 
of the committee out of thirteen who voted for all 
of these bills ; one of them [Mr. Wessrer] being 
absent by reason of accepting a Cabinet appoint- 





suggestion of the oP himself that I intro- 
duced the resolution, and | believe it is necessary 
to do justice to many officers of the navy. It was 
attempted by Mr. Bancroft, if 1 understand the mat- 
ter, to substitute some other rule in regard to pro- 
motions than that which has always prevailed, and 
he called this court of inquiry, the result of whose 
proceedings was reported to the Secretary of the 
Navy, and itseems to me but proper tiat it should 
be reported to the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. I suppose that all the Senator 
from New Hampshire means by saying that this 
resolution was intoduced by him at the suggestion 
of the Secretary of the Navy is, that the Sec- 
retary of the Navy declined to let him see the 
paper, but told him that if it was called for by the 
Senate, of course he would communicate it. The 
Secretary refused to let the Senator see it, and | am 
told refuses to let any one see it. I have a letter 
from him in which he states that at the time the 
application was made to him he had not looked 
into the papers himself; but he had ee swe a 
cursory examinatinn to a part of them, is gat- 
isfied that their publication would be productive of 
the most mischievous to the service. 
He corrects, also, a*misapprehension under which 
he was at the time the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire spoke to him, that this paper was once before 
the Senate. He - he was mistaken in that, 

‘ ‘ were never out of the 
SMe dectehlin et tes dendtineen 
ever to be out ion 0 
and I hope if the subject shall come u 
o their destruction. present 
1 do not wish to go into the ccievant heptane 
resolution may be laid on the table. 

The motion to lay the resolution on the table 

was agreed to. ' 





ment, and another for his health. Now, sir, the 
majorities by which these bills passed severally 
were these: Utah by a majority of eighteen, 
Texas boundary by a majority of ten, California 


majority of seventeen. 


what i consiwered to be parliamentary law in ori- 
ginally wishing to separate all these bills, and | now 
say that the result has confirmed everything | said 
upon this floor. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I rise for the purpose 
of correcting the Senator from Missouri. | wish 
to say, as a historical fact, that | was not one of 
the Committee of Thirteen. 

Mr. BENTON. Ah! then that makes my po- 
sition so much the stronger, and reduces the num- 
ber to four out of the whole thirteen. 

Mr. CLAY. I have not risen to say one word 
upon these subjects. The events of the last few 
weeks are not, in my opinion, a proper subject for 
individual triumph or for indulgence of a spirit of 
egotism. They are the triumphs of the country, 
the triumphs of the Union, the triumphs of harmo- 
ny and concord in the midst of a distracted people. 
The tion as.to whether the measures should 
bave been combined or separated was the merest 
question of form that ever occurred; and | venture 
to say that, if there had been no opposition to the 
combination, these measures would all have passed 
three or four months ago. According to all the 
information which I have from the other House, 
there was a majority of some thirty or forty ready 
to pass these bills in their combined form. That, 
however, is only conjectural; and the question as 
to whether these bills should ha in a sep- 
arate or combined form, is one on which | will not 

now the time of the Senate and the atten- 
\) tion of the country. The measures have passed, 


by a majority of sixteen, and New Mexico by a || 
I give these resulis for the | 
purpose of justifying myself in standing out for | 
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I am rejoiced at it, and [ have no doubt that the 
beneficial effect intended to be produced by. them, 
whether in a combined or separate form, will, at 
no distant ori fully realized. 

Mr. BENTON. The day has not yet come 
when any Senator can come apon this floor and 
lay down a plan of operations, and permit no op- 
position to be made to it, or call gentleman to ac- 
count or charge them with the delay of business 
because they do not submit to the proposed plan. 
We have not yetarrived at this point. Such a 

point has existed in some countries; it has existed 
| 








m France under her old monarchs, but the effect 
was to heip to takeaway her kings. The day was 
when Louis X1V., although considered a monarch 
of good taste in general, and a proud man, waiked 
into the hall ot Parliament, sitting as a Bed of 
Justice, with a whip in his hand, and required his 
edict to be registered. But we have not come to 
that day yet; and when it does come, if ever, 
there will be found resistance on this floor. 1 have 
aright to resist a measure, come from whom it 
may; and on this occasion the result proves | was 
right; the result proves that we have lost four 
months abouta matter which was unparliamentary, 
and which has failed, and the moment that it failed 
| every thing which was proposed was accomplished; 
at that moment the cats and dogs that had been 
tied together by their tails fonr months, seratching 
and biting, being loose again, every one of them 
| ran off to his own hole and was quiet. [Laughter.} 
| We then passed the bills instanter, when we had 
| the different subjects disentangled, and without the 
aid of the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Crar,} 


names, so that if | am wrong in any particular, | || and with the aid of only four votes from the Com- 


| mittee of Thirteen. 
Mr. FOOTE. I suppose I may say, without 
egotism, that | had some little connection with this 
plan of combination, and, having had that connec- 
| tion, Lam sure the Senate will bear with me while 
|b make a few remarks. Whatever may be the 
|| opinion of others here, I have a decided opinion, 
|| which I believe is concurred in throughout the 
|| United States, that but for the change which has 
|| taken place, both im the public mind of the coun- 
|| try and the congressional mind within the last stx 
|} months, all of these measures would not have been 
| passed. But for their being combined se as to 
|| produce a free discussion here—but for their being 
| made the basis of a free interchange of opinion io 
| the two Houses of Congress and in the news- 
| papers of the country, and the consequent change 
effected in the public mind, the great scheme now 
| 80 triumphently adopted would not have become 
a part of the law of the land, Se the impartial 
historian will hereafter record. As to tyranny and 
| oppression, | have but a word to say. I should 
| be the last man in the Senate, | hope, to ineur a 
charge of being either tyrannical or oppreasive; 
but if we have been the subjects of tyranny, if a 
domineering course has been at one time pursued 
here, and if we have borne it with patience for 
| years, yes, sir, for almost thirty years entire, 
|| thank God! we may exclaim at last, “ Benoip 
|| THE TYRANT PROSTRATE IN THE DUST, AND Rome 
AGAIN 18 FREE,”’ 
| Mr. DICKINSON. I do not propose to enter 
|| upon this debate, and particularly that part of it 
which savors of controversy. 1 will state, how- 
ever, what I regard as the true position of the 
question, and it is this: It by no means follows 
|| because these bills, at the end of a discussion, 
which has lasted about eight months, have most of 
them been passed separately, that it was not expe- 
\| dient, under all the circumstances of the case, to 
have them united originally. If any one of these 
|| questions had been taken up singly it would doubt- 
less have led to much sectional feeling and irrita- 
tion; but as they were taken up altogether, and 
discussed in connection with each other, neither 
the friends nor the opponents of any particular 
measure could complain that one bill was taken up 
in preference to another, nor could any section of 
|| the aneny complain that its interests were ne- 
‘| glected while those of another section were fevored. 
Sir, I will add, that neither the Committee of 
Thirteen, nor any other committee, nor Congress, 
have settled these questions. They were settled 
by the healthy influence of public opinion; and in 
my estimation have been settled more surely and 
satisfactorily because the whole questions were be- 
fore the Senate and the country at one time, and 
under discussion and consideration together. Aa 
a general rule, | agree that the Senator from Mis- 
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souri [Mr. Bewrow] is right when he contends 
that questions of great public importance should 
be separately considered, But the discussion of 
these questions was t about by extraordin- 
ary circumstances. A case of the kind had never 
existed before, and I trust in heaven may never 
exist again; and | am perfectly satisfied that, un- 
der the pecaliar cireumstances of the case, it was 
most judicious that these measures should have 
been combined in the discussion as they were. I 
do not regret that they were separated, after they 
had been fully matured in the public mind and be- 
fore Congress ina combined form. But what is 
the true history of the matter? After they were 
separated some of them were again combined in 
the other House before they were passed, after 
being once or twice lost in a separated form, and 
they were those on which the most severe criti- 
cise had been pronounced because they were to- 
gether. Although, therefore, neither policy fully 
prevailed, in my judgment it could not be said 
with justice that these measures would have passed 
as early and as satisfactorily, if at all, if they had 
been separately discussed. Experience, so far at 
least a8 concerns the New Mexico and the Texas 
boundary bills, has practically vindicated the pol- 
icy of the Committee of Thirteen. And what has 
been“the action of the Senate? When separated, 
the bills were lost in the House. Associated they 
passed. ‘Thus associated they were returned here, 
and the vote of the Senate concurring in the com- 
bination was thirty-one to ten. 

But let this not now be a subject of controversy, 
but of congratulation; and so far from wishing to 
revive feelings on the subject, let us rather con- 
gratulate the country that they have been passed 
in any form, and that justice has been done, so far 
as these measures could do it, to every section of 
the Union. . 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not deem it very profit- 
able now to stop to inquire whether it would have 
been better to have passed the several bilis jointly 
or separately; the important point was to secure 
their passage, The particular form of the pro- 
ceeding was a matter of small moment. I sup- 
ported them all as a joint measure, and when they 
failed | supported each as a separate measure. | 
had no idea of losing the great measures which 
my judgment approved, and upon which | believed 
the peace and quiet of the country depended, by a 
petty quarrel as to the mode in which the thing 
should be done. The Committee on Territories 
hesitated long and deliberated well whether we 
should repertthe measures in separate bills or com- 
bine them all in one, when we first brought them 
before the Senate. 1 prepared the bills for Cali- 
fornia, Utah, New Mexico, and the Texas bound- 
ary sepuretely, and laid them before the committee 
in that shape, with the view of taking the judg- 
ment of the committee whether they should be 
joined together or kept separate. The decision of 
that point involved no principle; it was purely a 
matter of policy. We came tothe conclusion that 
it was ae to pass California separately, and 
to unite the governments for Utah and New Mexi- 
co with the Texas boundary in one bill, and ac- 
cordingly i reported them from the Committee on 
Territories in that shape. When the Committee 
of Thirteen subsequently united these two bills in 
one, and recommended their passage in that form, 
I gave them my cordial support. I could see no 
reason why I should oppose my own bills merely 
because they had been united together. My object 
was to settle the controversy, and to restore peace 
and quiet to the country, and I was willing to 
adopt any mode of proceeding and to follow any 
genileman’s lead which could bring us to that de- 
sirable result. When the the omnibus was defeated, 
1 fell back upon my own separate bills, which, 
fortunately for the country, received the sanction 
of the two Houses of Congress, and became the 
laws of the land. California, Utah, New Mexico, 
the — slave bill, and the bill for the aboli- 
tion of the slave trade in the District, each passed 
the Senate as separate measures. In the House, 
New Mexico was to the Texan boundary 
and beth passed as one bill. Thus it wil! be seen 
that neither plan has entirely succeeded. No man 
and no — has ired a triumph, except the 
varty friendly to the Union triumphing over abo- 
htioniem disunion. measures are right 
in ee poet’. constitute one grand 
scheme of conciliation and adjustment. 
were all necessary to the attainment of this wi. 
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The success of a portion of them only would not 
have accomplished the object; but all together 
constitute a fair and honorable adjustment. Neither 
section has triumphed over the other. The North 
has not surrendered to the South, nor has the 
Séuth made any humiliating concession to the 
North. Each section has maintained its honorand 
its rights, and both have met on the common ground 
of justice andcompromise. It will always be a 
source of gratification and just pride to me that I 
had the opportunity of acting an humble part in 
the enactment of all these great measures, which 
have removed all causes of sectional discontent, 
and again united us together as one people. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Whilst gentlemen 
are dividing the honors that result from the passage 
of these bills, either in a joint or separate form, I 
have only to say that, so far as | am concerned 
they are welcome to the whole, | do not represent 
that public opinion which required the passage of 
them, either jointly or separately. 

If any man has a right to be proud of the success 
of these measures, it is the Senator from Illinois, 
[Mr. Dovetas.] They were brought before the 
Senate by the Committee on Territories, and this 
Committee of Thirteen, which it is claimed has 
done so much for the honor of the Senate and the 
peace of the country, ~e stuck together the 
work of other men, save and except the little bill 
to eppprese the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia. 1 merely wish to say that, so far as the public 


opinion of the community which I represent has || 


been shadowed forth in public meetings, and in the 
public press, it has been wholly adverse to the great 
body of these measures. I voted for one—that 
which the Senator from Virginia originated, and 
which was modified in the Senate till 1 thought, as 
far as we could make it so, it became efficient for 
the protection of our rights. That was the only 
one which met my approval. 

Mr. FOOTE. I will detain the Senate but a 
moment longer. I was not one of the Committee 
of Thirteen, but | was one who most cordially ap- 
plauded their labors; and I think they did a great 
deal. Certain it is that these bills were reported 
by the Committee on Territories; butit is equally 
certain—and I believe 1 may say that without 
egotism—that the report of the Committee on Ter- 
ritories was based upon bills introduced by myself. 

-Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, (in his seat.) Oh, 
yes, | am willing to give you all the credit for that. 

Mr. FOOTE. But the fact is, the labors cf the 
committee were independent of all that. The 
committee was raised for the consideration of the 
whole subject of slavery, at least for the purpose 
of taking into consideration the questions growing 
out of slavery. They modified some measures 
that had been originated by other committees, 
and originated others, and matured a new sys- 
tem—a system of pacification and adjustment, 
which has now become part of the law of 
the land, with the exception of the present bill; 
and they brought it in, incurring all the responsi- 
bility of reporting it, and stood by it with a manly 
resolution and persevering energy which finally 
triumphed over all obstacles. Although these bills 
did pass separately, I maintain, and shall ever 
maintain, that but for the fact of their being com- 
bined by the committee originally, and being 
blended here in discussion, and being united in the 
public mind; but for there having been a general 
understanding in both.Houses of Congress, at the 
time of the passage of these’bills, that each of them 
should pass as a part of a scheme of adjustment, 
most of them never would have passed in any 
form. Therefore it is that | say that the labors of 
the Committee of Thirteen were not small—they 
were not light—they were not inconsiderable. 
They were great and arduous labors, involving 
high and fearful responsibility, calling for the 
greatest abilities, the most noble moral qualities, 
and resulting in such consequences as will cause 
the friends of freedom to rejoice, in all countries, 
now and forever. So much for the committee. 

Now | feel bound to say, in reply to my col- 
league, that I differ with him much upon a cer- 
tain delicate point which he has brought to our 
notice this morning. We differ; sir, now, as we 
always differ—as friends; and whatever difference 
of opinion may exist between us, | take — 
ure in uniformly referring to him as a gentleman 
whose motives are as good as my own, though 
his jadgment with regard to certain measures is 
not in accordance with mine. He has concluded 


matter 
stand and believe it,) that my opinion one 


tenths of the enlightened freemen of th 
Mississippi are now, and have been all aii ted 
dially in favor of thismuch-abused p'an of adin.. 
meat; and | predict that they will deliberately ang 
formally sanction hereafter all that the commiti: 
have done. I believe they will delare their nn” 
bation of all the labors of the committee a 
avow their concurrence in all that I have do 
said at any time, as one of their Senatorial 
sentatives. Such is my opinion: My colleagy 
entertains a different opinion. We shall soon be 
at home among our constituents, where we shal} 
confer together as friends, and where we shall coy 
sult our mutual constituents also as friend§ I 
go for consulting them, and if they decide against 
me, I shall be no longer an occupant of a seat in 
this aa 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I rise to inquire 
what is the questio#before the Senate ? 

The PRESIDENT. It is on the passage of 
the bill ‘*to suppress the slave trade in the Dis. 
trict of Columbia.’’ 

Mr. HALE. I thought it was who should haye 
the most glory for defeating the * compromise 
bill.” (Laughter.] I had something to say on 
that subject. I wish to say nothing on this, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. r. President 
I have heretofore declined to state by vulgar dee. 
tions the opinions of the State I represent. | do 
not intend to do so now. =| have heretofore stated 
that | believed I represented the opinions of my 
constituents in opens these measures. | am 
firm in that-belief. But I do not intend to argue 
with my colleague about his opinions. 1 am well 
assured that he will find no nine-tenths in any one 
county, still less in the State of Mississippi, favor. 
ing his course on these measures. The language 
expressed by my colleague here on other occa- 
sions excited surprise in Mississippi, and has 
been remarked upon in the public press. | know 
of no community in Mississippi, not a single town 
or county, where I believe he can find a majority 
in favor of all these measures—and nine-tenths js 
such a majority as scarcely leaves a show of oppo- 
sition. That nine-tenths of the people of the State 
are in favor of a eystem of measures which nearly 
every prominent man in the State has condemned, 
is an assertion which marks clearly how far the 
warm impulses of the gentleman, when pursuing 
any measure to which he attaches himself, will lead 
him from the calmer conclusions of his maturer 
judgment. 

As to the opinions of my colleague, I know him 
too well to doubt that he says what he thinks. I 
know him well enough to be assured that his ex- 
citability has Jed him into an error in relation to 
this matter. “When he and I visit our constitu- 
ents, at the short period to which he refers, he 
will find what the public opinion is. 

Mr. FOOTE. r. President, a single word. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is under the ne- 
cessity of stopping this course of debate. It is not at 
all relevant to the tion under consideration. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope the Chair will bear with 
me while | make a single remark. I am perfect! 
willing to abide by the decision to which my co 
league refers. And I am willing to leave it to 
the Senate, and to the country to decide whether 
he or I am the more *‘ excitable” man of the two. 
{Laughter.] 

Mr. MASON called for the yeas a 
the passage of the bill, and they were o ,and 
were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. n, Ben Cass, Chase! 

Bajdwin, e Bright, » Daywe, 


Clarke _ Cooper, Davis of usetts 
Dickinsoa, Dodge of W 


of 
Bing Ph ramon rey i i, 
ous , ’ ( 
geon, Underwood, Waies, Walker, Whitcomb, and Win- 


throp—33. 
essrs. » Bell, Ber- 
rien, Bute, Bovis ot Misselp, Bvaon Dow Hot 
Turney, and Yu : , 
THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 
The bill to provide for a defi 
and mileage of members of 


’ and 
ne and 
repre- 


in the pay 
Congress for the pres- 
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amendments of the Senate but one, viz: 
Tostrike oat all after the word “ ded,” in line thir- 
and insert “ that the mile the Senators and Rep- 
aire re raed to the usually rateled route 
a cog ee the United States, and the per diem of 
wid Senators Re ves for this session shall 
commence from the day on which the constitution of Cali- 
fornia was first comm ted to the two Houses of Con- 
ress respectively.”? 

On the motion of Mr, DICKINSON the Senate 
insisted on its amendment. 
caPTORS OF THE FRIGATE PHILADELPHIA. 

Mr. YULEE. Mc. President, it will be recol- 
ected that the bill for the relief of the captors of 
he frigate Philadelphia was made the special order 
for Thursday last. But in consequence of the 
pistriet slave trade bill being pending, it was not | 
wken up. 1 have been very much pressed by | 

rsons interested in relation to this matter. In | 
iystice to the parties interested, as | presume that 
the Senator from Georgia is now prepared to give 
hig attention to it, I propose to take up the bill, 
and 1 do not believe it will occupy much time, 

The PRESIDENT. This bill, being a special 
order, cannot be taken up until fhe previous special | 
orders are disposed of in some way. 

Mr. YULEE. Then | move to postpone all 

prior special orders for the purpose of taking up | 
hat bill. 
Mr. BERRIEN. _I should have been gratified 
if the Senator from Florida had given me notice of 
his intention to call up this bill. I am not now 
prepared to offer the amendment which I wish 
to propose, but I think I shall be by to-morrow 
morning, if the Senator will net call the matter up 
wotil then. 

Mr. YULEE. I did not suppose any special 
notice was necessary as the bill was made the spe- 
cial order for Thursday last. But if the Senator | 
prefers I will not call up the bill until to-morrow. | 
| therefore withdraw my motion, 

BOUNTY LAND BILL. 

The PRESIDENT. The first special order is | 
the bill from the House entitled * An act granting | 
bounty lands to certain officers and soldiers en- 

din the military service of the United States.’’ 
or. MANGUM. Mr. President, [ think it of 
at importance that we should dispose of the 
usiness pending in Executive session. The Presi- 
dent ought to be allowed to have his nominations 
decided upon. I therefore move to lay this bill on 
the table, for the purpose of moving that the Sen- 
ale proceed to the consideration of Executive busi- 


ness. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the gentleman withdraw 
the motion for a few moments ? 

Mr. MANGUM. Certainly. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, I hope the | 
Senator from North Carolina will not persist in his 





motion. This bounty land bill has been before || around the count 


the Senate for several weeks. It has been post- 
poned from day to day and from time to time. I 
have yielded to almost every measure; and now, 
when it comes up at the close of the session, and | 
when it is burdened with amendments, it is to be 
postponed again. I had no wish to go into this sub- 
ject. But € regret exceedingly that it is proposed 
now to postpone this bill. After all, the bill is of 
no very great magnitude. It merely gives bounties 
to the surviving soldiers of our past wars, and to 
such of those surviving soldiers as have received no 
bounty, Nearly all our soldies have received 





ounty. This bill will only appropriate a few mil- selves, but they are willi 
i 


lions of acres at best; and what are a few millions 
out of the vastdomain which we have? Yet this bill 
been put off from day to day and from time to has 
time upon every little 


comes up at the close of the session, it is to be || terly disavow any purpose either directly or indi- | 


postponed again. 

I now upon the friends of this bill, if we 
have a majority for these old soldiers, to stand by 
the bill, and let it be defeated or let it pass. Let us 
meet it candidly. Let us treat it as such a bill 
ought to be treated. Let us not kill it by post- 


f has been impossible to provide a mode of scru- 


\} tin 


| rate matter. 
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Sir, if there be any Government under heaven mosity or hostility to the measure whatsoever. 


that ought to pay its soldiers well, this is the Gov- 
ernment. And in this bill, is a little pitiful | 
allowance of land—two or three millions out of | 
Te maeeee domain, out of the world of vacant | 
you have—and you hegitate to give it to | 
these men who have earned it by their bravery. I : 
have, re day, and time after time, given way 
to everybody and everything, And now, when | 
this bill comes up at the end of the session, it is to 
be procrastinated again. If you postpone this bill | 
now, you may as well kill itat once. If it is to be | 
killed, do it by a direct vote, and not by postpone- | 
ment in this way. Treat it as you ought to treat 
such a measure. Treat it as you ought to treata | 
measure for the benefit of your old soldiers. I do | 
not want to discuss the question. I have not dis- | 
cussed it. I have avoided discussion on this sub- 


ject. But with me it is a matter of feeling. I say | 


again, if these old soldiers have friends enough in | 
this body, I want them to stand by this bill until | 
it is defeated, or until it shall have passed. 
And now I will say a word ‘ridh-ronnnid to the | 
amendments which have been offered to this bill, 





| The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mason] has 


offered an amendment. That amendment is thrust 
upon us just at the close of the session. I, for one, | 


am in favor of the principle of the amendment of- } 


fered by the gentleman from Virginia. I want to | 
give bounty to every man who served in the rev- | 
olutionary war. I want to redeem every warrant | 
that Virginia issued daring the revolutionary | 
war, that is just and right. But I will tell the gen- | 
tlemen from Virginia that this amendment will 

not accomplish the object they havein view. The | 








| So far from it, as far as my vote can aid it, | will 
| render every sort of facility to the earliest consid- 
| eration of it. I think it is a measure well merit- 
| Ing the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

now move to lay the bill upen the table, with 
a view of offering a motion to proceed to the con- 
sideration of Executive business. 

Mr. SHIELDS. On that motion | call for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, were 
taken, and the motion to lay the bill upon the ta- 
ble was negatived by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Barnwell, Berrien, 
Butler, Dawson, Dayton, Greene, Hamlin, Hunter, King, 
Mangum, Mason, Norris, Pratt, Smith, Spruance, Under- 

, Wales, Walker, and Winthrop—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Beti, Bright, 





Cass, Chase, 


| Cooper, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge of Wiseon- 


sin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Ewing, Feich, Foote, 
Frémont, Gwin, Houston, Jones, Morton, Sebastian, Sew- 
ard, Shields, Sturgeom, Turney, and Whitcomb—26. 

A long debate ensued upon the bounty land bill, 
which will be found in the Appendix. Without 
taking a final question, the further consideration 
of the subject was postponed till to-morrow, 

And the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspar, September 17, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. LEFFLER inquired of the Speaker what 
was the regular order of business ? 

The SPEAKER said it was the call of the 
committees for reports. 

Mr. McCLERNAND called for the regular or- 


great difficulty in relation to these Virginia war- | der of business. 


rants is, that most of them are spurious affd fraud- | 


ulent. The great difficulty in legislation, and the 
reat difficulty with the department has been, that 


tiny by which the genuine warrants could be dis- 
ished from the fraudulent ones. The genuine 
warrants ought to be paid. But this amendmen 
provides for the payment of all warrants, without 
wr qualification or reservation. 
do not see how the department could operate 
under such an amendment. I will now say to | 
those gentlemen that they ought to bring in their | 
bill separately and distinctly, because it is a sepa- 
Let them introduce a bill and let it | 
be referred to the Coramittee on the Public Lands. | 
That committee, acting in concert with the depart- | 
ment, can provide a bill well guarded with proper | 
restrictions, and a mode of discriminating between | 
the warrants that are fraudulent and those that are 
genuine. Such a bill can pass both branches of | 
Congress. But if you add that amendment to this | 
bill now, you‘will defeat this bill and the amend- | 
ment with it. It will never pass. 
amendment is framed, I say it ought not to pass. 
I understand from the department that most of 
those Virginia warrants that are now circulating 
are considered to be spurious 
and fraudulent. Let the gentleman from Virginia 
bring in a separate bill in relation to this subject, 
All I can do is to insist on action in regard to 
this bill. It has to go back to the House. AndI 
fear that if the amendments be adopted—the one 
offered by the gentleman from Virginia, and the 
other by the gentleman from Wisconsin, {[Mr. 
Watker,] the bill may be lost. 1 know the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin would not embarrass this | 
bill. Western men do not want to embarrass the | 
bill. They are willing to give bounty to the old | 
soldiers. They are not only willing to fight them- | 





to pay men for fight- | 
And I hope the gentleman from Wisconsin | 

will withdraw his amendment. 
Mr. MANGUM. I am very far from being | 


pretext. And now, when it | other than a friend to the old soldiers, and I ut- | 


rectly to defeat this measure. I have no such 


r. SHIELDS. | I know that. 
Mr. MANGUM. Very far from it. But I ap- 
peal to the intelligence of the Senate, whether, 
with so many nomi unacted upon, and at 


inations 
ponement—by procrastination. Let us meet the || this hae pees of the session, in the event that 


question at once. If these men are not entitled to || there 


bounty, give them none. If your old soldiers have 
ho claim upon you, let the bill be defeated. 
this is not the way totreat such men. They 


be rejections, and there may be many— 
it will not be discourteous and ehjast 40 the Exec- 
utive to force him, at the ing moments of the 


have || session, to make selections to fill the vacancies. | 


been treated with indifference and with supercil- || shall, therefore, before | resume my seat, renew 


lousness here from day to day. 


the motion to postpone this bill, out of no ani- , 


And as the || 


Mr. LEFFLER desired to make a report, 

| SWAMP LANDs. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose, he said, to 
| a privileged question. He moved to reconsider 
| the vote by which the main question had yes- 
| terday been ordered to be taken on the Senate 
| bill, reported by the gentleman from Missouri, 
Mr. Bowtiy,] from the Committee on Public 
ands, entitled **An act to enable the State of 
Arkansas and other States to reclaim swamp lands 
within their territory.’’ 
| The question was then taken on the said mo- 


|| tion, and the vote was reconsidered. 


The question then recurred on seconding the 
| demand for the previous question. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, appealed to the 


|| gentleman from ‘Tennessee, (Mr. Wutriams,] 
|| who had made the demand for the previous ques- 
| tion, to withdraw it. 


Mr. WILLIAMS withdrew the demand for the 
| previous question. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, then said that 
| for want of observation, and under a misappre- 
| hension, the words “unfit for cultivation,” had 
not been inserted in this bill. The insertibn of 
hese words would be satisfactory to the gentle- 
men who had yesterday opposed the bill. fis 
friends were entirely willing that it should be thus 
amended. He, therefore, moved to amend the 
first section of the bill, after the words “‘ swamp 
and overflowed lands,” by inserting the words 
“ made thereby unfit for cultivation.”” He asked 
that the section might be read, for the information 
of the House,’ as it would standif it should be 
thus amended. : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest io 
the gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. Jonnsox,] 
that the amendment must be offered as an amend- 
ment to the pending amendment. f 

The following are the pending amendments of 
the committee. 

| In the first section strike out the words in itatics. 

| & Be it further enacted, &c., That to enable the State of 
Arkansas to construct the necessary levees and drains to re- 
claim the swamp and overflowed lands therein, the whole 
of these swamp and overflowed lands known and designated 
| on the plats of the General Land ¢ as ‘swamp lande,? 
| and which shall remain unsold at the passage of this aet, 





| 





|| shall be and the same are hereby granted to said State.” 


* In the last section insert the words in brackets [ }. 

“ Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
of this act be extended to and their henefits be conferred 
upon each of the other States of the Union in which such 
swamp fand overflowed) lands, known and designated ag 
afor » may be situated.” 

Mr. VINTON was understood to say, that he 
had understood the gentleman from Arkansus [Mr, 
Jounson] to remark that the words which he pro- 
posed to insert had been omitted by mistake. 

| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, (interposing,) 













Mc. VINTON wa understood to say, he hoped 
that the amendment inoved by the eas inna from 
Arkansas (Me. Jounsoxv} would be mede. It was 
one of the very things which he (Mr. V.) desired 
yenterday to have had put into the bill, if he could 
have obtained the floor for the purpose of offer- 


ing it. 

The SPEAKER directed business to be sus- 
pended until order should have been restored. 

And » pause of some length followed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to under- 
stend from the gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. 
Jounson,] whether he proposes his amendment as 
an amendment to the amendment of the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. It is intended | 
as an additional amendment to the amendment of 
ihe Committee on Public Landa. 

Mr. McCLERNAND addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER again directed business to be 
suspended until order should have been restored in 
the Hall. After another pause— 

The SPEAKER stated the question on the 
amendment of Mr. Jounson. 

Mr. ANDREWS said he objected. 

Mr. HARALSON desired to call the attention of 
the House for asingle moment to this proposition, 
in order to understand what its operation would | 
be, How could it be ascertained what lands were | 
fit, or what lands were unfit for cultivation? 
understood that in the map in the General Land | 
Office, they were designated as swamp lands, | 
They might pass as overflowed lands, but there 
wae nothing in the map which designated them as 
unfit for cultivation. How was the fact to be 
ascertained? By surveys under the State authori- 
ties, or were commissioners to be appointed by 





the General Government to go and ascertain the || 


| 


state of the case? 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said he would | 
answer the inquiry of the gentleman from Geor- | 


gia (Mr. Hanatson] with pleasure. The lands || 
conveyed by this bill would be ascertained and || 


declared by the General Land Office, from the | 
plate and field-notes. The field-notes (continued | 
Mr. J.) are the full report of the surveys made | 
out by the deputy surveyors on each half mile of | 
the surveyed lands, officially and under oath, and | 
under bonds. Whenever those reports fail to | 
show the land to be overflowed, this bill has nothing | 
to do with it. I think this ought to be satisfactory 
to every man | move the previous question. 
Tellera were asked and refused. : 
The question was taken,and the vote stood— | 
ayes 79, noes not counted. So there was a second. 
And the main question was ordered to be now | 
taken, 
The reading of the amendment was cailed for, | 
and it was read. 





‘The question was then taken, and the amend- j 


ment of Mr. Jounson was agreed to. 

Mr. McCLERNAND suggested that the same | 
qpnonnanan was applicable to the last section of 
the. bill, 

The SPEAKER said that the amendment could 
be made by the unanimous consent of the House. 

No objection being made, the last section of the 
ae was amended so as to correspond with the 

rat. 

Mr. RUMSEY asked that the last section of the | 
bill might be read. 

And it was read accordingly. 

The amendments, as amended, were agreed to. 

The,bill was then ordered to a third reading at 
this time; and having béen read a third time by 
its title, and the gnome being on its passage— 

Mr. BOWLIN asked the previous question. 

Mr. VENABLE was understood to inquire of | 
the Speaker, whether the same amendment which 
had been made to the firat section, had been in- 
serted in the last? 

a SPEAKER explained that it had been 
made. 

The question then recurred, and was taken, on 
the second to the demand for the previous ques- 
ton. : 

There was a second; and the main jon on 
ne Preeage eee waa ordered to be now ta- | 

nm. 

Mr. OTIS asked the yeas and nays on the pas- | 

of the bil; wile were ondeneds ed 


He || and to lay that motion on the table. 


| 
| 


| Howe, William T., Jackson, George G, King, J. G. 
| John A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job 





~ 


| THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ‘taon 


as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston » Ashmun, 

See, Sara Bay, Bayly, Beale Bingham, Bissell, 
Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, A. G. Brown, 
W.J. Brown, Burt, T. B. Batier, E. C. Cabell, Joseph Ca- 
ble, George A. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, 
Chandtler, Cleveland, 
Corwin, Disney, Doty. » } 
Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Freediey, Fuller, Gilbert, Gil- 
more, Gorman, Gou, Gould, Green, Grinnett, Hall, Hamit- 
ton, Harian, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
L. Harris, Hay, Haymond, Hoagland, Holladay 
Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Joseph W. Jckson, James L.. 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, La Sére 
Leffler, McClernand, MeDonald, McDowell, McGaughey, 
Robert M. McLane, VeQueen, Mc Willie, Miller, Milison, 
Moore, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, 
Phelps, Pitman, Pouer, Powell, Puinam, Richardson, 
Robbins, Robinson, Rose, Sawtelle, Schenck, Seddon 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
HH. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, ‘Taylor, Thomas, 
J:cob Thompson, Thurman, Venable, Waldo, Watkins 
Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Williams, Wood, and 
Young—120. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Burrows, 
Chester Batler, J. P. Caldwell, Clarke, Colcock, Deberry, 


Anderson 


Chingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Cole 
Dunean, Dunbam 


Durkee, Eliot, 


Thomas, 
Howard, 


Dickey, Dimmick, Edmundson, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 


Gerry, Halloway, Haralson, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, 


King, 


Mann, Mason, Matteson, MeLanahan, Meacham, Neleon, 


| Ogle, Otis, Reed, Risley, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Schermer- 


horn, Silvester, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, James 
Thompson, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Wallace, Wildrick, 
and Woodward—53. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to reconsider the vote, 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BUEL stated, he was not within the bar 
when his name was called, having been detained 


| necessarjly from his seat, but wished to vote for 
| the bill. 


Objection was made. 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back, without amendment, House 
bill granting the right of way to the Alton and 
Sangamon Railroad Company. 

The bill was read. 

And the question being on ordering it to be en- 
grossed for a third reading— 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said there was a word 
in the bill which he saw no necessity for—the 
word **mineral.’’ He moved that it be stricken 
out. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. JONES. I wish to inquire of the chair- 
man who reported this bill if it is one of those al- 
ternate-section bills? 

Mr. BOWLIN. No. 
right of way. 

Mr. HALL. I move the previous question. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to second the previous question. 

Mr. HAMPTON. I wish to know if the bill 


It merely grants the 


|| is open to amendment? 


The reply of the Speaker was not heard. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, wished to suggest to 
his colleague who had charge of the plank road in 
Alabama, that it would bea very good opportunity 
to move that bill as an amendment to the one under 
consideration. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, read a 
third time, and passed. . 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to reconsider the 
vote, and to lay that motion on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

DEBATES IN CALIFORNIA CONVENTION. 

Mr. GILMORE rose (he said) to a privileged 
question, and desired to call up the resolution for 
the purchase of the debates of the California con- 
"’Mr. BOWLIN. Is that a pri ileged question ? 

r. . a privi uestion 

Mr. GILMORE. Yes, a ’ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sy!vania, some time since, reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Library the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Printing; 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania moved to recon- 
sider that vote, and the question is now on the 
motion to reconsider: 

« Resolved, That the Clerk of the House.of Re 
tives be, and he is hereby, authorized and di 
scribe for three thousand copies of the 
fornia. eonvention, by J. Ross Brown, on the 
her constitution: Provided, That no greater price per copy 
shall be ee ae, be a iair compensation for paper, 
press-work, and binding.’’ 


Mr. GILMORE called attention to the fact that 


The question, “ Shall the bill pase ?”” was taken || the resolution now provided for the purchase of only 


recteg to sub- 
debates in the Cali- 
formation of 


form it provi for three thousand. . 
Mr. STANLY moved to lay the motion 

tthe gu on the table, —. withdrew the motion. 

was agreed to. seert . 
The question recurring, “Shall the resolution be 
Ne SCABNCR eel ie 

on the table. pes te 
Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the yeas and 


mys: 
€ yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken and decided in the f 
firmative. uf 


So the resolution was laid on the table, 


GRANT OF LAND TO MISsouURI. 


Mr. BOWLIN. [am instructed by ¢ 
mitteé on Public Lands to pono. 4 ye re 
which I =— to invite the ae of the Flees 

ranting alternate sections of the public la : 
the wie ine of a railroad. =. nde for 

The bill was read a first and second time } 
its title, viz: “A bill to grant to the State of Mis. 
souti the right of way and a portion of the publie 
land for making a railroad from St. Louis to the 
western limits of said State.’” 

Mr. BOWLIN moved that the bill be put upon 
its passage. 

Mr. MATTESON called for the reading of the 


bill. 

Mr. BOWLIN said he would give way for 
the reading in a moment, 

Mr. CARTTER withed to offer an amendment, 

Mr. BOWLIWN said he would give way to allow 
the gentleman to offer his amendment in a moment. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. CARTTER requested the gentleman from 
Missoori {Mr. Bow in] to yield the flopr to enable 
him (Mr. C.) to offer an amendment. 

Mr. C. sent up to the Clerk’s table the foltowing 
amendment, which he desfred to offer, and which 
was read for information. 

[The amendment (a copy of which could not 
be procured) makes the bill applicable in all iis 
benefits and liabilities to the Eastern and Western 
road running through fhe States of Hlinois, Indiana 
and Ohio to St. Louis. 

The SPEAKER. Theamendment can be enter- 
tained only by the unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. CARTTER hoped (he said), that no objec- 
tion would be made. The amendment proposed 
to extend the grants of land to the Eastern and 
Western roads running through the States of In- 
diana, Illinois, and Ohio, on to St. Louis, and 
pointing to the Pacific ocean; and he desired to 
make a single remark, that if any appropriation of 
this character could approximate to a national ap- 
propriation, that involved in the amendment was 
essentially one of that description. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can only 
offer the amendment at this time by unanimous 
cnosent. If there is no objection, the amendment 
will be received.- | 

Mr. McGAUGHEY addressed the Chair. 

Mr. BOWLIN claimed the floor. ; 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman from Ms- 
souri (Mr. Bow.tn] was entitled to the floor. — 

Mr. McGAUGHEY was understood to inquire 
of the Speaker, whether it would now be in order 
to move to commit the bill ? 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman had not the 
floor for the purpose. The tleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Bowxtn] was entitled to it. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired to be informed by the 
Speaker, why it was that unanimous consent was 
required to allow the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Carrrer] to introduce his amendment ? | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided (and 

bably on the point made by the gentleman from 
hio now offering the amendment) that one mem- 
a ak Seeeeananenenien, ts M008 
o a ® 
Mj ra made to Mr. Canrrer’s amend- 
ment. So it was not received. 

Mr. BOWLIN then resumed the floor, and was 

leone 


referred to the 
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Mr. BINGHAM said, if it was the sense of the || Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I rise to 
Howse that the bill go to the Committee on Public || this amendment on this ground: This company 
Lands, he would acquiesce in that disposition of || has been in existence some thirty-odd years; there 
it, but he saw no reason for it, These claims || has been, so far as my connection with the busi- 
ought to have been settled long since, and this bill || ness of this District has led me to a knowledge of 
merely provided for the taking the necessary steps | its business transactions, no sort of complaint that 
for an adjustment of those claims. " it has not paid its losses promptly; and really I 

Mr. BUEL appealed to his colleague to yield || think if the people among whom the company is 
the floor to allow him to say a few words. located, and whose business it transacts, make no 

Mr. BINGHAM yielded. 

Mr. BUEL hoped the House would give its at- || kind, it ie hardly necessary for the gentleman from 
tention to the ing of the bill, in the full belief || Tennessee to force this restriction upon them. If 
that it would then consent to its being put upon its | it is done, it must result in its total abandonment. 
passage, without a reference to the Committee on || If the House desire to defeat the renewal of the 
Public Lands, As he understood the bill, it sim- | charter, and to destroy the company, they will 
ply provides, in substance, for the establishment || adopt this amendment; if they intend in good faith 
of a commissioner to settle the land-titles at Sault | to have it goon as it has heretofore done, I hope 
Ste. Marie. The register and receiver of the land || they will vote down the amendment. 
office at that place are, by the bill, made commis- || The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
sioners, for the purpose of receiving testimony | Jones, 
concerning the land claims of that place, and me- || Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays. 
king report thereon. Itis in thig, or a similar | The yeas and nays were ordered. 
way, that the land-titles of the early settlements || Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, called for the 
of the West have been usually adjusted. They || reading of the amendment. 
were adjusted in this way in the neighborhood of || And it was read. 

Devroit, St. Louis, and other important early-set- | Mr. ASHE, (tothe Speaker.) Is it in order to 
tled places. || move to amend the amendment? 

It will be recollected, that the village of Sault | The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Ste. Marie was settled at an early pericd in the his- | Mr. ASHE. I move to amend the amendment 
tory of the country. Ita population has for many || by adding the words, ‘‘to the amount of their 
years numbered several hundred, yet there is not || stock.’’ 

a legal title, | believe, to a foot of land there, Ti- || And the question was stated to be on agreeing 
tles exist only by possession, and are 30 transmit- 1 to the amendment to the amendment. 

ted, and have so existed for more than a genera- || Mr. JONES. I hope that the amendment of the 
tion. The uncertainty, therefore, hanging over || gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Asue] will 
these tities, imposes upon the occupants great || not prevail, because it will virtually render my 
hardships, and frequently loss in transmitting or || amendment a nullity. I say to the gentleman from 
assigning them. It has been the custom of this || Mississippi [Mr. Brown] that I do not know 
Goveroment in such cases, first to ascertain by || whether the people of Georgetown, who are inter- 
commissioners their possessory and equitable | ested in the bill, desire that the amendment which 
titles, and then to confirm them according to the || I have offered should be added ornot. But itis a 
justice and equity of the case. The citizens of | condition precedent with me, when I am asked to 


sort of complaint, and ask no restriction of this 


Sault Ste. Marie have been petitioning for years for || give such powers as are conferred upon a corpo- 
the passage of a bill to adjust and confirm their || ration by this bill, that the stockholders shall be 
titles, and it is due to their patience, and their mer- made liable in their individual capacity for the 

| 

| 

j 


itorious service in the early occupation and settle- 
ment of the country, that justice should not longer 
be dalayed. 

M:. COBB, of Alabama, withdrew his motion 
to refer the bill. . 

Mr, MILLER renewed it, 

And the question being first on the reference of | 


| debts which the corporation, as such, may con- 
| tract. And I ask the gentleman from Mississippi, 
| (Mr. Brown,] upon what principle of justice, or 
equality, it is, that these parties can come here and 
ask that the stockholders shall be exempted from 
| the debts ofthe company? You incorporate these 
companies for a number of years, and they de- 
the bill to the Committee on Public Lands, || clare dividends every six months. These dividends 

The reading of the bill was called for. || are appropriated to the private benefit of the stock- 

The Clerk commenced the reading, but before || holders. When the company has been in exist- 
he had proceeded far— || ence for twenty or thirty years, and the stockhold- 
Mr, BINGHAM interposed and said, rather || ers have drawn out, in dividends, probably three 
than detain the House with the reading he would || oF five times as much as the amount of their origi- 
consent that the bill be referred, || nal investment in the stock, then the company 

No objection being made, | fails, and you cannot make it pay one cent out of its 

The bill wae seoeenee referred to the Com- || substance = at the a debts of the —— I 
mittee on Public Lands, || can see no objection to the amendment, an ope 

POTOMAC INSURANCE COMPANY. it te eres. OED PRA 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to recon- | " eee a a ae 
sider the vote by which the bill to renew and con- i —_ aaa of the House, ee ae 
tinue in force the charter of the Potomac Insurance || '™'S cae oo green a cade - i th soa 
Company of Georgetown was referred to the || 80? Sess STOCES GRAMMES OS: Chis,:) F< tpererere 
Committee on the District of Columbia. Th eee — 

He said he did so for the purpose of asking the | Poe. eee , 
House to put the bill on its passaye. The bill | eee main question was ordered, and, having 
contained only one brief section, proposing to es 
renew the ne which was Seiatt = expire. | ae of Mr. Asue to the amend- 
When he made the motion to refer, he did not aa ta ir. Jones was rejected. a f 
know what was the provision of the bill. Upon M Je question recurred upon the amen or 
examining it since, he found that was all. was ee on which the yeas and:nays:had been 
a matter of importance to the inhabitants of the 7 : ie 
District ir gsien to the committee, the com- . The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
mittee might not be called again this session, and || "*™™ative—yeas 78, nays 73; as follow: 


| 
. reconsi || WYWEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Bay, Bayly, Bingham, Bissell 
o ee not pass. He moved to nsider | Buel, George A. Caldwell, Cariter Cleveland, Ww. R. w. 


. ‘ ‘ Cobb, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmund- 
The question was taken and decided in theaffirm- || son, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, 


ative. Green, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, 
So the vote was reconsidered. : Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, 
** Shall the bill be 


And the question récurring, Sha Howe, Hubbarc, Joseph W. en Andrew Johnson, 
e District of Colum- || La Sére, Lefifer, Litwefild, Job Mann, Mason, McCle ; 








: Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Preston Ki 
referred to the Committee on 


One McMullen, MeWillie,’ Meacham, Miler, Morris, Ogle; 
ae . on eacham, T, orris je. 

Mr. BROWN withdrew the motion to refer, || poy, Renata, Snalps, PoatoPorel, Rabbinn, Babincen, 
and moved that the bill be put upon its passage. Ross, Savage, Spaulding, Stetzon, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
The bill was read. a wena con, Somes zamompeon, care Wentworth, Whittlesey, 

ame. i i \ ,» and Young— 

wat Sie a " od the bill ye ng _ NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, Ash- 
the following section: mun, Bokee, Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Breck, Albert .G. 
And be © Sah model, That the stockholders of said || Brown, Burt, Thomas B. Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, 
corporation shall be individually liable for the debtsof the || Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Corwin, 
said corporation.?? Crowell, Duearey, Diekey, Duer, Duncan, Eliot, Nathan 


oppose 
liam 
Queen 


Richard a 
Watkins, W and 

So the amendment was adopted. 

[Mr. Canxz,of Ohio, having been outside 
bar when eer “— ealled, asked the unani. 
mous consent 0 € Fiouse to i 
Objection was made.] me Se vee. 
he question recurred and was taken, « Shall 
the bill be ordered to.be opus for a third 
reading ?” and was decided in the affirmative. 
The bill was then read a third time and passed 


The bill from the Senate entitled “ An act 1 
establish a port of entry at Milwaukee, in the State 
of Wisconsin, and for other purposes,” cor; 
up in order, was read a first and second time 
its title, and on the motion of Mr. Grinnexy a 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. : 


GRANTS OF LAND. 

The bill from the Senate entitled “ An act grant. 
ing to the State of Missouri the right of way, and 
a donation of the public land along the route, to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from St. Lovie 
to the western limits of the State of Missouri 
known as the Pacific railroad,’’ having been read 
a first and second time— 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to put the same on its 
passage, and in support of his motion said: 

Mr. Speaker, I shall claim the indulgence and 
attention of the House for a few moments, and 
only for a few mome while I explain the ob. 
jects and vindicate the merits of this bill. But 
before I notice the matter of the bill itself, | desire 
to invoke the House not to commit it, as that 
would be equivalent to a defeat, and under existing 
circumstances is wholly unnecessary, as I shall 
explain. This bill was introduced both in this 
House and in the Senate, and was read twice in 
this House, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, who reported it back long since, 
with a recommendation that it pass. In the mean 
time, before it could be reached on our calendar, 
it passed the Senate, and has come to us from that 
body, with some slight changes—all being restric. 
tions upon the grant. So that the Committee on 
the Public Lands have already investigated all the 
principles and the bill itself, and recommended it 
to the favorable consideration of the House; and 
there could be no motive in referring it back to 
that committee, unless it was to defeat the bill; 
and if gentlemen are determined to defeat the bill, 
I sincerely hope it will be by a direct vote, and not 
by any parliamentary evasion of the question. It 
is better for the House and for the country that the 
sense of this body should be taken directly upon 
the question of fostering the policy contemplated 
in this bill—of exhancing the value of the public 
lands, by encouraging the States in making im- 
provements through them. This is peculiarly an 
appropriate bill on which to test the sense of the 
House, as it combines as many characteristics to 
recommend it to favorable consideration as any 
measure that could be brought forward. It is 
about two hundred and forty miles long—almost 
entirely through public lands—central in its loca- 
tion in the United States, and is the first section of 
that iron band which is destined, at no distant day, 
to stretch one arm to the Atlantic and the other to 
the Pacific, and draw the commerce of these two 
great oceans through the very heart of the Repub- 
lic; so that, besides the requirements of justice to 
the State and liberality in the administration of 
the land system to recommend it, it possesses as 
much of nationality of character as any measure 
of the kind that could be brought to the attention 
of Congress. I therefore invoke gentlemen not to 
rid themselves of this bill by any indirect means, 
but to give usa direct vote upon its merits, and 
let the people of the new States, whose domain 
Congress controls, understand their true position. 

The frame-work of this bill is precisely the same 
as that of every other bill coming through the 
a the committee there having adopted certain 
rules which they apply to every 
It si proposes to t to the State alter- 
ental of cerqeiie: lente the width of 
six miles, to aid in the construction of the road; 
and asan indemnity to this Government against 
any possible loss, it provides that the reserved sec 
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; | be doubled in price; and where the 
ioe ove been sold or predecupied under pre- 
‘on laws, that the State may select other lands 
“lieu thereof. But in order still the greater to 
: re this Government, they are confined in their 
wections to fifteen miles on either side of the 
oad —8 distance in which the value of the public 
lands will most certainly be enhanced by the im- 
vement. As a further consideration for this 
at, in addition to the increased value of the 
blic lands, the road is declared a public high- 
way (0 this Government, upon which it can trans- 
rt troops and property free of toll or charge, 
and the mails. to be carrigd upon a limited com- | 
nsation. ‘This embraces all the principles of the 
bil. The rest is mere detail. : 

The system of granting alternate sections of the 
public jand, upon the terms contained in this bill, | 
for purposes of improvement through those public 
ands, has prevailed for a quarter of a century to 
s very limited extent; and the only novelty in the 
present measures, 18 In the changed character in 
the improvements, from the old road and canal to 
the railroad. But even that trifling change, bene- 
fcial in its operation as it is, is sufficient to give 
a fresh spur to the opponents of every liberal 
measure from the new States, by denying the 
force of the precedent. ‘The Ohio and Erie canal, 
from Lake Erie to the upper Ohio; the Indiana || 
canal, from Lake Erie to the lower Ohio; and the 
Illinois canal, connecting Lake Michigan and the 
waters of the Mississippi, are imperishable monu- 
ments of the wisdon of this’ policy of aiding the || 
new States, out of their lands, without impairing 1 
even the finances of this Government from that 
source. About a quarter gof a century ago, the 
grant was made to Ohio to aid in that great canal, 
with the principle of doubling the price on the re- | 
served sections; and what has been the result? By 
a trifing favor which cost you nothing, you gave 
an impulse to an enterprise which resulted in a 
work conferring unnumbered blessings upon man- || 
kind; and one which, in after times, will be a 
monument to the glory of thisage. And yet it 
cost you nothing—the reserved sections selling for 
double the minimum price fixed by law for the sale 
of the public lands. ‘Those reserved sections have 
been sold, except a little remnant of lands which 
will noteven bring that price. By this operation 
you brought into market and sold lands which, 
without the improvements, might not have been 
séld for centuries to come. Upon that miserable || 
remnant, Ohio is now asking a reduction to the 
minimum price of the public lands, and that is 
pointed to by the enemies of the new States, as 
evidence of a reckless disposition of the people of. || 








gentlemen raving about plundering the public do- 





the West to plunder the national domain. I hope 
no son of Ohio will so far desecrate his State, as to 
employ such an argument. 

What is said here of Ohio and her canal may 
be said also of Indiana and Illinois, except that 
they have had less time to develop the results of 





the system. That magnificent canal, uniting Lake 
Michigan with the waters of the Mississippi, 
through Illinois, is now -in full operation, giving 
life to commeree along its whole line. It was en- 
couraged by this system; and what did it cost this 
Government? Nothing, as results demonstrate. 
To encourage the enterprise, you granted the 


Sir, I almost lose my patience, when [ hear 


ceuipiatal apeostavense. Shep piowder sushing: 
t provements. yp ing; 
they wish to plunder nothing; and have not the | 
power if they did. 1 wish to God | could say as | 
much for the sections from which such sentiments 
. [tis true, you have no domain belonging | 
to this Government, for you are in the happier | 
condition of owning your own soil, where you | 
can make it all contribute to the support of the 
State and her public works, but you have the Trea- 
sury, and you have the strength to make it groan 
beneath your power. Look at your fortification 









| 


} 


| was, as they allege, the want of constitutional 
|| power in Congress to make donations, as they call 
\| them, of the public lands; but which I call any- 
|| thing but donations. 


bill, kept up from year to yeardespite the fact, that | 


the spirit of the improvement of the age has ren- 
dered them useless, for any other purpose than to 
squander money along the Atlantic cities to favo- 
rites: and talk of public plunder. Look at your 
navy bill, swelled within my short experience 
here from three to ten millions, chiefly squandered | 
along the Atlantic cities: and talk of public plunder. | 
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kind in their intentions, there might be found 


some debatable ground on the question, but it is 
impossible to argue with a man who wants to do 
more for you than you ask, or than anybody else 
would think of granting. Al! l can do with such 
is, to tell them that their's is the policy that starved 
the ox between the two clumps of hay, and kind- 
ly request them to reconsidez, and for charity's 
sake be less charitable. 

Another objection to these grants, with some, 


But even if they were what 
they assume them to be, I have been unable to dis- 


| cover the difficulty, for if there is one provision in 


the Constitution that is perfectly clear and definite, 


| it is that provision giving Congress full power over 


Look at the present bill, and without entering into || 


a calculation, I think | may assert, it appropriates | 


more in your cities, in building houses, improving | 


houses and grounds, fencing, and other ornamen- 
tal fancies, than the whole amount of the year’s ex- 


penditure ever destined to cross the Alleghany || 


mountains; and then talk of plunder. It is true we 
feel our wrongs, and we make a noise about them; | 


bat we get nothing, as far as my experience goes. || 
Gentlemen mistake our clamors for our gains; | 


the noise and fury are great, but gains nothing. 1 
have listened to this kind of eloquence for seven 
years in this Hall, and would now like to know 
what has been done for the West in all that time, 
save a little grant of lands to Indiana, to complete 


her canal, which was charged to her citizens || 
|| through the alternate system. Let gentlemen not 


mistake sound for substance: we ask much, com- 


our country, but our askings usually expire with 
the breath that gives sound to the sentiment. We 


|| get nothing, not even the poor privilege of using a 
| portion of our soil upon the hard terms of paying 


an equivalent in the end. 


the disposal of the public lands, under the title of 
territory or other public property. The power to 
dispose of, and make all needful rules and regula- 
tions respecting, the territory or other property of 
the United States, ie given to Congress, without 
any limitation or restriction, and was cleariy in- 
tended to be left solely to their sound discretion 
and patriotism. And whilst it might be an act of 


| bad faith for Congress recklessly to squander the 


public lands upon improper objects, looking noth- 


|| ing to the improvement of the great fund introsted 


to their care, yet that would argue nothing against 
the powertodoso. And Congress has constantly 
and uniformly exercised the power to give away 
the public lands, They give them for asylums of 
various kinds; they give them to endow schools 


| and colleges; they give them frequently to indivitl- 


|| uals for meritorious conduct; the 


give them to 


| soldiers, long after they have been legally paid for 


their services. None of these are debts againat the 
Government, but in every instance it is a pure 


| naked donation—not even assuming the disguise 
mensurate with the magnitude and the importance of | 


of any othef pretence. I do not believe it is a just 
or proper use of the fund to be donating it away, 
without any ulterior object looking to beneficial re- 


| sults upon the fund itself; but that argues nothing 
| against the power, 
It is true, our demands |} 


But in the present instance I beg gentlemen to 


are great, our necessities are great, the extent of | keep in view the fact, that this grant is no dona- 
our country is great, our population is great and || tion, buta grant upon a valuable consideration; 


we get? that’s the question. 
to deal in generalities, and use epithets, but let 
gentlemen come down to sober facts, and show 
what the West has received from the bounty of 
this Government. 
course, as none of them are granted, until orators, 


catching inspiration from their magnitude, can | 
| swell into bursts of eloquent invective against 


them. But this proves nothing, except former 


| neglect. 


Sir, | have heard it ramored through this Hall, 
that the bills from the Senate upon this subject, 
and which have been approved by the committee 
of which I am a member, amounted to fifty mil- 
lions of acres. I have made no accurate calcula- 


| 


| which would be otherwise unsaleable. 


Our demands accumulate of || 


tion on the subject, but I am satisfied, that in no | 
contingency can they amount to one fifth of this || they are for the benefit of corporations and com- 
generous estimate. The gentlemen get up a scare- || panies of individuals, and do not go to the States for 


crow, and then become frightened at their own 
device. Now, I can tell those gentlemen, that if 


| the benefit of the whole people. 
| would be a formidable argument, if gentlemen 


State two hundred and éighty thousand acres of || every bill upon this subject that has passed the | 
land, charging its price to the citizens on the re- || Senate was to become a law, it would supply but | 


served sections, and thereby accomplished sales 
that in all probability would never have been made. 
Whilst you contributed only an act of courtesy, 


it back upon the citizens, who were 


lands, charging i 
enabled we ov. it in consequence of the improve- || dences, and surfeit the Barrons and Galphins of 


ment; what did Illinois contribute to that work 


a small vacuum in the wants of the country; would 
take nothing from the: national wealth that would 
not be repaid, and would not shorien their allow- 
still adorn the pleasure-grounds of officers’ resi- 


the Treasury. So 1 hope their fears will be al- 


through the public lands? Over eight millions of || layed. : t 
We have to encounter another set of opponents, | foundation. Let them assume the fact that a grant 
they at most inspirit a people whose resources are || who are the most difficult of all to answer, becatise || : 


dollars. Your petty grants make no public works; 


constantly drained from them through the present 
land system, to make a start, and then their re- 
sources are drawn upon to complete a work which 
is to add millions in value to your great domain. 
€ amount contemplated in the present bill, if it 
were an unconditional grant, 
tithe in the construction of this great road, nearly 
mile of which will 

is no such unconditional grant; it is rather 


eit 
value, which they give to the public do- 


amere pri of enjoying some ion of the || and thereby do nothing, 
profita tore, setalinerees Sea itteri 
main, 


they want to be so kind to us that nobody else 
can keep pace with them, and they leave us to 
ish amidst a shower of their good wishes and 


intentions. They would give us the land, with- | 


out the condition, but they never could think ‘of 


would be but a || a proposition with any favor that raises the alter- 


nate sections on the people. It is in vain we ap- 


upon public lands, || peal to them to be justas kind to us as we de- 


sire. They are resolutely bent on being kinder, 
t leave us to starve on 


labor. portion of the en- || glittering h which their imaginations have 
aie ae up for our entertainment. 


To such I do 
no: know what appeal to make. If they were less 


|| same 


j 
! 


in letting them have the use of $350,000 worth of || ance out of the Treasury one dollar. They could | 


| 


| 





’ 


| 


|| is getting greater fast, thank Heaven; but what do i instead of decreasing, having a direct tendency to 
It is an easy matter || 


increase the fund by promoting the sales of that 
Who be- 
lieves that lands along the Ohio and Illinois canals 
would have been sold for a century to come, but 
for those magnificent works? And in each of those 
cases you gave aid, and yet realized all for your 
lands that you asked, and secured rapid 


L ayes 
| There is lands doubtless along the line of this road 


which, without the improvement, would never be 
entered; but with it, will be rapidly taken up, at 
the higher price of the reserved sections, thereby 


| realizing to this Government all that it demands 
| for the whole. 
| the public lands, inuring to their benefit, and en- 
| hansing their price, we would ask you for nothing. 


If these roads were not through 
Another objection raised to these grants is, that 


This, I confess, 


were not reduced to the necessity of imagining the 
premises upon which they based it. Upon the 

pean of reasoning, | could prove any- 
thing, however repugnant to truth. Let me estab- 
lish my own premises, and I could work out my 
own conclusions to m7 own satisiaction, with the 
least possible difficulty. The great defect, how- 
ever, in the argument, is, that it has no premises in 
‘truth to base itself upon; and however plausible 


|| in its structure, must fall to pieces for want of a 


to the State of Missouri means a grant to compa- 
nies and corporations, or tha’ the State is se up- 
mindful of her own interes’ as to give it away, 
contrary to the absolute provisions of the bill, and 
they could read us a thrilling homily upon the 
abuses of corporations. But, unfortunately for 
them, the bill does not so provide; but, upon the 
contrary, expressly grants the land to the State; 
and it would be at least a charitable conclusion to 
suppose a State capable of taking care of ita own 
roperty, and making it available to its own interest. 
ere has not a bill passed through the committee 

in favor of granting these lands to any corporation, 
or to anybody, save to the States in which they 
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are situated, And I feel avthorized to say more 
on behalf of the committee: that no such bill 
could receive their approval. So much, then, for 
that argument, and the frightful pictures conjured 
up under it, of Wall street brokers, and corporate 
corruptions, to frighten us from our propriety. 

But if the gentlemen are friendly to our meas- 
ure, and think that point not sufficiently guarded, 
jet them suggest an amendment that will put it 
beyond dowbt, and It for one will not oppose it. 
It musi come, however, from» friend of the meas- 
ure, not an opponent—for I will not trast the wolf 
with the nurture of the lamb. We think it suffi- 
ciently guarded; but if those who desire to go 
with os think differently, let them throw as many 
guards around ion that point as they please, and 
1 fiezerd the assertion that no Representative 
from: the Stetes interested will oppose it. So that 
if there is anything in that objection, it can be 
easily remedied. 

Another objection urged is, that the land is 
pledged for the public debt, and that this disposal 
of it would be in violation of that pledge. This 
objection is basaed upon the fable idea, that this 
bill proposes an absolute donation of this amount 
of the pwblic domain; for it never could have en- 
tered into the imagination of any one, that such a | 
pledge contemplated an abandonment, or even a | 
change in our system of disposing of the public 1 
lands. Carry the idea-to the extent of interfering | 
with aach a grant as this, and you need push it but || 
little further to check the sales, and interpose a || 
complete barrier to the growth and improvement || 
of the new States. Jt was never contemplated, || 
either by Congress or the public creditors that 
that pledge was to exercise the slightest influence || 
upon the usual disposition of the public land; nor | 
can T believe any one at this day entertains such | 
an opinion. ~ (t ie bat chaff thrown out to catch || 
gulls—and | flatter myself it will find none here | 
soft enough to be decoyed by it. 

But if there was anything in it, this bill does || 
not conflict with it. Tt does not propose to give 
away the public lands, er in any manner lessen 
the fund for the redemption of the debt. It |; 
only proposes to grant the alternate sections, || 
upon condition, that an improvement is to be 
made through the public lands which will greatly | 
enhance their value, and enable Congress to pro- | 
eure a ready sale upon the reserved sections for | 
double the price. If the road is made, no one | 
can doubt that result; if it should not be made,then 
your grant carries nothing with it. So that in no 
contingency is the security lessened—and in one it || 
may be greatly eahannel, by inducing the more || 
rapa] sale of those lands. Where these improve- 
ments are made, the land does not remain long for 
went of purchasers, even at the advanced price, as || 
demonstrated by past experience. 

Sir, t regret that time will not allow me to do || 

core than notice some of the points made by gen- 
tlemen opposed to this measure, as I think I could 
cdenonatrate their utter fallacy. But this is neither 
the time nor the occasion to go into an elaborate || 
defence of our claims, if it were even deemed ne- 
eer which T hope is not the case before this 
use. 

Ae & guarantee to this House that the road 
comtemplated in this bill is no fancy scheme, but 
a subsiantial work, that will be speedily accom- 
plished, [ hope [I may be indulged in a few de- 
tails of its history. 
session of California, the public mind was imme- 
diately aroused to the subject of a great national 
central highway across the continent, through the 
heart of the Republic, which might at the same 
time eubserve military purposes, and make a great 
highway for lighter articles of commerce. A con- 
vention of representatives from fifteen States met 
at S:, Louis, and by way of avoiding all constitu- 
tional questions, in on to this great thorough- 
fare,;hey recommended that the Government should 
construct the road from some point on the fron- 
tier beyond the limits of the States, where the 
thres great lines of railroad, now in rapid progress 
through the States westward, could make a junc- 
tien. The great southern route, from Charleston 
and Savannah, through Georgia and Tennessee, has 
already the mountains, and will in a very 
few years reach the Mississippi at M is. The 
great central route starting at Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, and Richmond, concentrating in Ohio, and 


passing through Indiana and Hlinois, must at quite 
cect uperted Yedah Gis Milatiecipgl tt Eola. 


{ 
|| “Phe great northern route, from Boston and New 
York, have already passed into. the western States, 
|| and are stretching themselves along the lakes to 
Chicago, and must reach the Upper Mississippi 
ata period quite as soon as its two great rivals. 
No man, who is not blind to the signs of the times, 
can doubt for a moment that ten years will witness 
all this, and probably a much shorter period. Mis- 
souri, having no territory to operate upon east- 
wardly, has commenced her line of improvements 
| westwardly, so as to draw the western commerce 
to the Mississippi river, whence it can dissemi- 
nate itself through all the channels east to the At- 
| lantie cities. And when the road to California is 
| made, as made it will be as certain as that this 
Government exists, she will be ready to tap it, and 
at once bring its commerce and plant it upon the 
broad bosom of the Mississippi, where it can find 
} abundant outlets to the Atlantic, both by water 
|| and railroads. I know there are gentlemen, and 
|| some whom the world call statesmen, who look 
|| upon the scheme of uniting the Atlantic and Pa- 
|| cific by a railroad across the continent as wild and 
] visionary; but such men, I undertake to say, have 
|| studied but little the genius and enterprise of their 


] countrymen, or close their eyes from prejudice 


| against the lessons of experience which our past 


history abundantly teaches. Such statesmen were 
born too late—they are behind the age in which 
they‘live; and no spurring can bring them up to 
that standard of enterprise which every where sur- 
rounds them, blinding their pathway with the 
dazzling glory of its triumphs. To such I would 
commend the opinion of a British statesman upon 


| the enterprise of his countrymen. 


The London Observer, of January last, in arar- 
ticle upon “* America and its prospects,’’ evidently 
written as a warning to British statesmen to shape 
their policy for coming events, upon the opening 
of new channels of commerce across the isthmus 


|, and through the heart of the Republic “ from Bos- 
|| ton to San Franciseo,’’ and the revolutions in com- 
| merce which they must produce, utters the follow- 
| ing prophetic language of the future: 


« This consummation is not to be averted; events march 
with an unmistakable rapidity and force in its direction; 


| and though it may be postponed: by the occurrence of un- 
| foreseen circumstances, according to thelogic of history, and 


according to the light of passed experience, it is altogether 
inevitable. Withiu anotker quarter of a century, which is 
bet an hour in the existence of a people, railroads. will 
traverse the new continent from Boston to San Francisco, 
while within a fifth of that period, the Pacific and Atlantic 
oceans wil! be united, by means of a ship canal passing 


|| through the lake of San Juan de Nicaragua.” 


Again, in the same article, he tells them: 
No nation in the world, therefore, no other race of men, 


| neither Greece, nor Rome, nor Britain ever approached the 
| close of its first century of independent existence, with 
| such power, such weaith, such boundless prospects as the 


United States of North America. This is a fact that does 
not admit of refutation or even of doubt.” 


Such is the opinion of a foreigner of the enter- 
prise of our people, and [ commend it to those 
politicians who are always behind the people in 


| every great undertaking.- Despite their fears and 


doubts, American enterprise will make this great 
road. The Atlantic and Pacific oceans will be 
linked together by a band of iron, long before the 
prophetic period assigned for its consummation, 
The road contemplated in this bill is but a centre 
section of that great work; and whilst it is an ob- 
jeet of the deepest interest to the people of Mis- 
souri as a local road to the State, rt commends it- 


After our conquest and pos- | 


self from its national character, as a link in the 
|| great chain which is destined to stretch itself across 
|| the continent, and revolutionize the commerce of 
|| the world. The road is already in progress— 
|| funds are raised to a large extent to commence the 
|| work—the engineers are already on the route; 
1 and it will be accomplished, whether you grant 
| the aid contemplated in this bill or not. Missouri 
herself will make the road through the public do- 
main, and leave this Government to enjoy the 
whole profits of her labor, in the enhanced value 
of the public lands, if it accords with your notions 
of justice to require it. But I will anticipate no 
sach judgment. I will not doubt the justice of 
until it registers the edict against itself. 
Tn conclusion, I appeal to gentlemen for a direct 
vote; no parliamentary evasion, but a vote upon 
the merits of the bill, and whatever may be the re- 
sult we are ready to abide it. a. 
Mr. ROBINSON appealed to Mr. Bowntw (in 
the course of his remarks) to yield the floor to 
for the purpose of offering an amentitment. It was 
as follows: 


Sec. —. and be 2 ; all 

vi at Se :, 

fended v0 the Slates of indiags ind Onn ex: 
the constructinn of the Cincinnati and Louis ral, aid in 

Mr. BOWLIN was understood to say tha: b 
had not the | to yield the floor Silane e 
yielded it enti i he 

Mr. ASHMUN, do not rise for the i 
of discussing the poticy or the details of this bill 
I will say, however, that I am in favor of the “ 
eral policy of this and similar bills which .- 
been sent to us from the other branch of Con oe 
and which are here for our action; and at the pro,’ 
er time [ may vote for these bilis. But this bt 
has not been examined 6y the Committee on Pub, 
lic Lands. It has passed the Senate, and it come, 
up in order on the Speaker’s table, and the Usual 
mode ought to be taken with it, i. e., refer it to the 
appropriate committee of the House. 

Mr. ney foviy 6 are the gentle. 
man tu say that the bill had not passed th ; 
mittee on Public Lands? A eo 

Mr. ASHMUN, Yes. 

‘ Mr, BOWLIN.._ A copy of it has been report. 
ed by the Committee on Public Lands of thi, 
House. 

Mr. ASHMUN repeated that this bil! had not 
been examined by the Committee on Public Lands 
of this House, 

Mr. CARTTER appealed to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to give way to enable him to offe; 
an amendment. 

Mr. ASHEMUN declined to yield, as he was 
about to move to refer it to the Committee op 
Public Lands, where it could be examined, and 
amended if the Committee deemed it necessary, |t 
ought to be committed"to that committee; it was » 
committee friendly to the bill; and when they 
were ready to report would be the time to act 
upon it. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, appealed to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to yield the floor 
to enable him to say a single word. 

Mr. ASHMUN declined, remarking that he 
was about to move that the bill be committed io 
the Committee on Public Lands. He now moved 
that reference, and on that motion he demanded 
the previous question. 

Mr, BAYLY appealed to the gentleman to with- 
draw the motion. 

Mr. ASHMUN declined to withdraw. 

The previous question was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered, being first 
on the reference of the bill to the Committee on 
Public Lands, 

The question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to reconsider the vote, 
and to lay that motion on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

GRANT OF LANDS TO INDIANA. 

The Senate bill entitled ‘An act granting the right 
of way and a grant of land to the State of Indiaua, 
to aid in the construction of a railroad froma 
— on the boundary line between Indiana and 

llinois, a to ag Tadlenenel wm nahe nye 

» to the city o: i is, and a branch to 
Crerveet the southe Michigan railroad, at or 
near the point where the same enters said State of 
Indiana,’’ was read a first and second time by i!s 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, 

The Senate bill entitled “ An act to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to permit vessels 
from the British North American Provinces to lade 
and unlade at such piaces in any collection disirici 
of the United States as he may designate,’’ coming 
enincetinlnsaset OnaeieE time by its 


title. 
_ Mr. GRUNNELL moved that the bill be put on 









































































“Mr. MCCLERNAND moved that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GRINNELL asked for the reading of the 
ae bill was read. 

Mr. McCCLERNAND. [have not had the op- 

rwnity of examining the bill, but from what I 
would hear from the reading, { understand it pro- 

very material modifications of our revenue 
and navigation laws, and | think we should follow 
the precedént just set, and refer the bill to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The question, Shall the bill be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce? was taken, and 

The SPEAKER announced—ayes 55, noes 60. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messis. 
Tyomas and Duncan were appointed. 

The question was again taken, and the tellers 

rted—ayes 69, noes 69. 
rhe SPEAKER. The Chair votes in the af- 
grmative. “The bill was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

The next bill in order, was the Senate bill enti- 
led * An act amendatory of an actentitied An act 
slowing a drawback upon foreign merchandise 
exported in original packages to Chihuahua and 
Santa Fé, in Mexico, and the British North Amer- 
ican provinces adjoining the United States, ap- 

roved March 3, 1845, and for other purposes.”” 

The bill was read a first and second ume by its 
itle. 

"Mr. BAYLY moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and printed. 

Mr. GRINNELL said the bill had come from 
the Committee on Commierce in the Senate, and 
he thought it should take tRat reference here. 

Mr. BAYLY said he did not want any more 
work than he could not help. If it was properthat 
it should go to the Committee on Commerce, the 
House would send it there. 

Mr. GRINNELL moved that it be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BAYLY. 1 withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Mr. GrinweLt was put and 
agreed to. 

“So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. : 

The Senate bill, entitled “* An act giving the as- 
sent of the United States to an act of the General 
Assembly of Maryland, passed December session, 
1844, chapter 287,”’ was read a first and second 
time by its title. ; 

Mr. BOWIE moved that the bill be read a third 
time and passed. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. BOWEE. The bill which has just been 
read provides for the preservation of the property 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company—so 
much of it as is constructed within the limits of 
the District of Columbia, and gives the assent of 
the United States to the act of the Legislature of 
Maryland, passed at the December session of 
1844, for that purpose. A report was made atthe 
Twenty-ninth Congress, second session, of a simi- 
lar bill, which was lost for want of time. This 
bill originated in the Senate, was duly examined 
there, favorably reported upon by the committee, 

and passed or body. hope the House will 
act immediately upon it, as it is of great import- 
ance to the State of Maryland, and for the preser- 
vation of the property for which it is designed. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

SLAVE TRADE IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The Senate bill entitled “* An act to suppress 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia,” com- 

ing up in order, was read a first and second time 
by us title, and the question being on ordering it 
toa third reading, 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, (among many 
competitors) obtained the floor, and said he would 
move the following amendment: 

The Clerk commenced reading 
to the bill, " 

Mr. VINTON. Ishould like to hear the bill 
read before the amendment. 

The bill was read. 

The amendmeny proposed by Mr. Brown was 


read, 


* ind be it That if free person or 
ss Wi ey ema: ota te entice or in- 


*e, by or other slave or slaves to 
run aw: dreaetaeayaneeyapaua endear an twrateh poasnenr, 


i gay api os er or al 


the essapineens 
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sessor or slaves, pr shall harbor any sinve or 
slaves the intent to assist him, her, or them to escape 
the service of such owner or , Such person or 
persons shali be liable to indictunent in the criminal court 
of the District of Columbia; and upon conviction, by ver- 
di > Or otherwise, shall be imprisoned in the 
for any time not exceeding five years.” 

The question was first upon agreeing to the 
amendment. . 

Mr. BROWN was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. PRESTON KING. I desire to offer an 
amendment to the amendment. 


Mr. INGE moved to lay the bill on the table. 
Mr. NELSON demanded the yeas and nays. 
The SPEAKER counted the House, and an- 


nounced twenty-three as voting in favor of the ~~ 
and nays, which he said he believed not to be a 
sufficient number, 


Mr. ASHE asked for tellers on the question of 
ordering the yeas and nays. 
Tellers were ordered, and ,Messrs. Wa.iace 


| and Corwin were appointed. 


The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Brown.) Does the | 


gentleman from Mississippi yield the floor? 
Mr. BROWN. 
[Mr. KING desired to move an amendment, as 
an additional section, proposing to abolish slavery 


I do not yield. | 
| 


The question was again taken, and the tellers 
reported 35. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question, “Shall the bill be laid on the 
table?”’ was taken and decided in the negative— 


1 ’ 129; fi tt ¢ 
in the District of Columbia. } | yess 53, nays as follow 


YEA8—Mesersa. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Bowdon, 


Mr. BROWN said, that he had no intention to || Bowie, Albert G. Brown, Burt, E. Carrington Cabell, G. A: 


provoke again the discussion which had eceupied | 
so large a portion of the present session. He had | 
had enough of that. He would merely submit 
the amendment which he had sent to the Chair, | 


} 


and move to refer the bill to the Committee on the || 


District of Columbia; and on that motion he asked | 
for the previous question. 


The previous question was seconded. i| 


Mr. VINTON addressed an inquiry to the 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. I desire 
to make an inquiry. If the motion to refer fails, 
will not the question be on the passage of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to refer fails, 
the question will be first on agreeing to the amend- 


ment then on ordering the bill to a thi >|] 
. » and the 8 a third read | George G. King, J. G. King, Joha A. King, Preston King, 


ing. 

Mr. PRESTON KING. I protest against this 
course, which denies to any one, except a friend 
of slavery, the opportunity to make a motion, or 
propose an amendment, while these slavery bills 
are under consideration. 

The SPEAKER rapped to order. 

Mr. KING. 1 make that protest. 

The main question was ordered—being first on 


agreeing to the motion of Mr. Brown, to refer || 


the bill and amendment to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

The question was taken and decided in the'neg- 
ative. 

So the House refused to refer the bill. 

The question recurred upon agreeing to the 
amendment of Mr. Brown. 

Mr. INGE demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 


Mr. McCLERNAND called ‘for the reading of |) 


the amendment; which was read. 
The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 68, nays 108; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, 
Bowden, Bowie, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, Burt,E.C. Cabell, 
George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Clingman, W. k. 
W. Cobb, Colcock, Deberry, Edmundson, Alexander Evans, 
Ewing, Feutbersion, Green, Hail, Hamilton, Haraison, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris Haymoad, Holladay, 
Holmes, How. Hubbard, Inge, J. Ww. Jackson, Andrew 
Jobnson, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, La Sére, Marshall, Me- 
Clernand, McDowell, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Me- 
Willie, Milison, Morehead, Morse, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, 
Pheips, Powell, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Stanly, Peederick 
P, Sianton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, 
Williams, and Woodward 
- NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Andrews, Ash- 
mun, Baker, Bingham, Bisseli, Bokee, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, 
William J. Brown, Bul, Burrows, Chester Buver, ‘Tiomas 
B. Butler, Joseph Ca/sle, Calvin, Campbell, Carter, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cl-veland, Cole, Corwin, Crowell! Dickey, 
Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, a , Duncan, Duntan, 
Durkee, Eliot, Nathan Evans, Puech, Fowl 1, Freediey 


Ful 
ler, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, ,Grnoveil, Halto- 
way, Hampton, Harlan, ‘IT. L ris, Hay, Hebard, Heury, 
Hibbard, Hoagiand, Howe, Hanter, G. King, James 
G. King, John A. K , Preston King, Letier, Levin, Litie- 
field, Jub Mann, Matteson, Motiocneriieee hey, Mc Kis- 
sock, MeLanahan, Meacham, Moore, us, Nelson, Ous, 


Peasice, Phenix, Puinam, Reed, Ricttardson, Risley, Rob- 
bins, nson, Ruse, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Scheyek, 
Schoolcraft, Suvester, 8 e, Thaddeus Stevens, Sietsun, 
Paylor, James Thompsen, Some t ea Underwill, Vin- 
ton, Walden, Waldo, Weniworth, Whiv:, Woiilesey, Wil- 
drick, Wood, and Young—10s. 

[Mr. Jounson, of Arkansas, when his name was 
called, declined to vote, stating that he had paired 
off with Mr. Guwpines. He said he considered 1 


| a tolerably good pair-off. (A laugh.) 


Mr. McQueen, not being within the bar when 
his name was called, asked the unanimous consent 
to record his vote against the bill. Objection was 
made 

So as amendment of Mr. Brown was rejected. 

The question recurred upon ordering the bill to 


a third reading. 


Caldwet, J. P. Caldwell, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Col- 
cock, Deberry, Edmundson, A. Evans, Featherston, Green, 


|| Haralson, Isham G. Harris, 8. W. Harris, Holladay, How- 
|| ard, Hubbard, ly 


» Joseph W. Jackson, Jones, Kaufman, 
Kerr, La Sére, Marshall, McQueen, Me Willie, Milieon, 
Morse, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Savage, Sed- 
don, Frederick P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, 


| Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, 
| Williams, and Woodward—S3. 


NAYS—Merers. Albertson, Alexander, Andrews, Ash- 


| mun, Baker, Beale, Bingham, Biseell, Bokee, Booth, Row- 


. | bi i , a : a hex 
Speaker, which was not audible to the reporter. || 9.) Griges, Brooks, W. 3. Browa, Bust, Burrows, Chater 


Butler, Thomas B. Butler, joseph Cable, Caivin, Campbell, 
Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Cole, Corwin, 
Crowell, Dickey, Dimmmick, Disney, Dixon , Doty, Daer, 
Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Eliot, Nathan Evana, Pitch, 


| Powler, Fre: dley, Puller, Gentry, Gerry, Gilbert, Giimore, 


Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halli, Hatloway, Hamihou, 
Ham ton, Harlan, T. L. Harris, Bay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hibbard, Moagiand, Howe, Hunter, W. T. Juckson, 


Leffler, Levin, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mareson, Me@ter- 


|| nand, McDonald, McDowell, McGaughey, McKissock, Me 


Lanahan, R. M. McLane, McMullen, Meacham, Miller, 
Moore, Morehead, Morris, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Peastve, 
Pheonix, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Richardson, Risley, 
Robbins, Robinson, Rose, Ross, Ruinsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, 


| Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schovicralt, Siive ter, Spaulding, 
| Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, James 
| Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, 





| Waldo, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, 


and Young—129. 
So the bill was not laid on the table. 


The question recurred, ** Shall) the bill be read a 
third time ?” 


The question was taken and decided in the 


| affirmative. 


The bill was accordingly read a third time. 

And the question being, * Shall the bill pass ?*” 
was taken and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
124, nays 47; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Andrews, Ash- 
mun, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Briggs, Brooke, Wit- 
liam J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. 
Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, Campbell, Carter, Cavey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Cole ,Corwia,Crowell, Dickey, 
Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, ham, 
Duikee, Eliot, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freedivy, 


| Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Gilbert, Gilmore, Gorman, Gatt, 
| Gould, Geinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Thomas 


L. Hastis, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoag- 
land, Howe, Humter, William T. Jackson, Jusian, George 
G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Preston Ki g el- 
fler, Levin, Littefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Matteson, 
McCiernand, McDonaid, McGaughey, Mc Kiasock, Mcl.an- 
aban, Meacham, Miller, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Me Ous, 
Peasice, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Putnanr, Reed, Riehard- 
son, Kisley, Robbins, Robinson, Rose, Koss, Rumsey, Sack- 
ett, Sawielle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Biives- 
ter, Spaulding, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, 
Taylor, James Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underbill, 
Vinton, W iden, Waldo, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, 
Wildtrick, Wood, and Young-—124. 

NAYS—Measis. Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, 
Bowdon, Bowie, Albert G. Brown, Burt, B.C. Cabeti, G. 
A. Caldwell, J, PF, Caldwell, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, 
Colvock, Deberry, Edmundson, Alexander Evans, Bwing, 
Featherston, Green, Hamilton, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson w. Harris, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, luge, J. 
W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, La 
Sere, Marshail, McDowell, Robert M. McLane, MeMulic a, 
McQueen, Millson, Morse, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Phetips, 
Powell, Ravage, Sedden, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H, 
Stanton, Alexander H. Ste 
son, Venable, Wallace, 
ward-—59. 


(Mr. Stanry did not vote, having paired off 
with Mr. Hotmes, who was against, while he wus 
in favor of the bill.} 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. GOTT moved to reconsider the vote, and 
ar that motion on the table. 

hich lattér motion was agreed to. 

The title of the vill was agreed to without ob- 
jection. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. |! wish to inquire what 
is the next business on the Speakers table? 
whether the Lake Michigan and Mobile rairoad, 
so called, does not come next in order? 

| The SPEAKER was understood to reply, that 


ens, Thomas, Jacob Thow p- 
atkins, Williams, and Wood- 











there were several bills from the Senate still on the 
Speaker's table. 
INDIAN AGENTS IN CALIFORNIA. 

The Senate bill entitled “ An act to authorize the 
appointment of Indian agents in California, and 
for other purposes,” coming up in order, was read 
a first and second time by its title, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
bill be referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs. He said, that committee would meet to- 
morrow morning, and the bill could be acted upon 
by them without delay. 

Mr, BAYLY. 1 beg to say to the House, as 
now is the usual time when motions to adjourn 
are often made, that I hope the House wili not ad- 
journ until we clear the Speaker’s table. 
ecl it my duty to-morrow to ask the House to go 


into Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 
Union, to take up the appropriation bills, and to || 


insist that no other business be transacted until 
those bills are disposed of. Such being the case, 
L hope the House will not adjourn until we clear 
the Speaker’ table. 

The motion of Mr. Jounson was put and 
agreed to, 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 


‘The Senate bill entitled “ An act to repeal so || 


much of the act approved the Lith of August, 
1843, ax extends the provisions thereof to Mac&o,” 
wae read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. McCLERNAND stated that some two or 
three months ago he had reported a bill from the 
Commitiee on Foreign Affaira; which was, he be- 
lieved, precisely of the sameeffect as this one. 
It was passed, and sent to the Senate. He asked 
that this bill might be read. 

The bill was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he believed there 
was no objection to the bill. 

Tie bill wag ordered to a third reading. 

it was then read a third time, and passed. / 


GRANTS OF LAND TO ILLINOIS, * 


The Senate bill entitled ‘* An act granting the 
right of way and making a grant of land to the 
Siates of Iilinois, Mississippi, and Alabama, to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from Chicago 
to Mobile,”’ coming up in order as unfinished bu- 
siness on the Speaker’s table— 

The SPEAKER stated that when this bill was 
last up, the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Cons} 
had moved an amendment; the gentieman from 
lilincis [Mr. Ricuarpson)} had demanded the pre- 
vious qguéstion; and pending the second, the gen- 
tleman from Tennesgee [Mr. Jones] had moved to 
lay the bill on the table. The last motion was, 
therefore, the first question in order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND appealed to his friend 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones) to withdraw his mo- 
tion to lay the bill on the table. If he was still 
opposed to it, nevertheless it would be but fair 
that he should permit the House to come to a di- 
rect vote apon it; which he (Mr. McC) hoped 
would be favorable to a great measure promising 
instant advantages both to this Government and 
to the country at large. 

Mr. JONES, upon this appeal, withdrew his 
motion to lay the bill on the table, and demanded 
the previous qrestion. 

r. HARALSON inquired whether it was in 
order to move to refer the bill to the Committee on 
Public Landa? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not in order 
to move to refer pending the demand for the pre. 
vious question. He also reminded the gentieman 
that it had been reported from that committee. 

Mr. MARSHALL inquired of the Speaker 
whether, in case the demand for the previous ques- 
tion was ndt sustained, it would be in order to 
move an amendment to the bill? 

The SPEAKER stated, that there was an 
amendment already pending; but if the previous 
question should not be sustained, it would be in 
order to amend the bill. 

On seconding the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, tellers were demanded and ordered, and 
Measrs. Ricnaroson, and Srevens of Pennsyiva- 
nia, were appointed to act as such. The votes 
having been counted were—ayes 79, noes 51. 

Mc. VENABLE. | move that the bill be laid 
upon the table. 

The question was taken, and 
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I shall | 


|| "The SPEAKER said, “The noes appear to 
| Rave it.” 

| Mr. MARSHALL called for the yeas and nays. 
| The SPEAKER said, that no member would be 
| recognized by the Chair until order should have 
|| been restored. Gentlemen were requested to re- 
sume their seats, and suspend conversation. 

| Mr. VINTON was understood to inquire 
whether the bill had ever been read? 

The SPEAKER said that the bill had been read 
when first reported from the Committee on Public 
Lands. Such was the fact, as the Chair was in- 
formed by the Clerk. 

Mr. HAMPTON, (to the Speaker.) Is it in 
|| order to move to refer the bill to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has repeatedly sta- 
| ted that it is not in order to make a motion to com- 
uestion has been moved. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 1 wish to state that this 
bill has been read. I state this as a fact. 

Calls to order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Vewaste}] has moved that the bill 
|| be laid upon the table, and on that motion the gen- 
| tleman from Kentucky (Mr. Marswatt] has de- 
|, manded the yeas and nays. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 





| mit after the previous 








| ceedingty desirable that we should know what it 
| is that the gentleman from North Carolina has 

moved to lay on the table. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be reported to 

|| the House. 
| The bill was then read. 

And the question, ‘‘Shall this bill be laid upon 
the table?’ was taken, and resulted—yeas 70, nays 
| 98; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Ashe, Avereft, Bayly, Beale, 
Booth, Burt, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, Canipbell, 
Clarke, Coleock, Deberry, Diekey, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, 
| Edmundson, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 
| Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Hamilton, Hampton, Haralson, 
| Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Holladay, Howe, Hunter, William 
| 'T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Preston King, Litte- 
fieid, Job Mann, Marshall, McDowell, McGaughey, McLau- 
ahan, MeMullen, Meacham, Millson, Moore, Outlaw, 





|| Parker, Peaslee, Potter, Powell, Reed, Ross, Rumsey, Sav- 


age, Sawtelle, Schenck, Seddon, Silvester, Thaddevs Ste- 
vens, Stetson, Thomas, James ‘Thompson, Tuck, Venable, 
Vinton, Wallace, Watkins, Wildrick, and Woodward—70. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Alston, Anderson, An- 
| drews, Ashmun, Baker, Binghain, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowie, 
| Bowlin, Brigys, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Wiliam J. 
Brown, Buei, Burrows, Thomas B. Buuler, E. C. Cabell, 
Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Cleveland, Clingman, W. R. W. 
| Cobb, Cole, Corwin, Doty, Duncan, Dunbam, Durkee, Eliot, 
Featherston, Freediey, Gentry, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Green, 
| Grinnell, Hall, Halioway, Hartati, Sampson W. Harris, 
| ‘Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Hoagland, Howard, Hubbard, 


|| Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Jujian, Kaufman, Kerr, George 


| G. King, James G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Leffler, 





Horace Mann, Matteson, McClernand, Kobert M. McLane, 
McQueen, Mc Willie, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Orr, Phelps, 
Phenix, Pitman, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, Rose, Scher- 
merhorn, Schoolcraft, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanty, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Taylor, Jacovp Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Walden, 
Waldo, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Williams, Wood, 
Wright, and Yourg—vs8. 
So the House decided that the bill should not 
be laid upon the table. 
The question then recurred on ordering the 
main question. 
A motion was made that the House adjourn. 
The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
ayes 73, noes 87. 
Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Tomas 
and WentwortH were appointed. 
And the question being again taken, the vote 
stood—ayes 7], noes 76. ~ 
So the House refused to adjourn. 
The question then recurred on ordering the main 
uestion, and having been taken, the main ques- 
tion was ordered: (which main question was, first, 
on the amendment of the gentleman from Alabama, 
[Mr. Coss.)}) 
Mr. COBSb expressed his willingness to with- 
draw the amendment. " 
The SPEAKER said the amendment could only 
be withdrawn by unanimous consent, 
Objection was made. 
The amendment was then read. 
And the question thereon having been taken, the 
amendment was rejected. 
The question then recurred on ordering the bill 
to a third reading. 
The yeas and nays were asked and refused. 
The question having been then taken, and de- 
cided in the affirmative, 





=a 2 
ag me se 


Mr. SCHENCK, (to the Speaker.) It is ex- |) 


The bill was ind t 
[Pram rerite ater ae 

Mr. RIC dessuieled te cox: 
| question. Erevion 
There was a second; and the main 


the of the bil nestion (on 
Pot i: I) was ordered to be then 


| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked th 





yeas and nays on the main question; Which Sone 


And the question, “ Shall this bill ” 
then Shen aad resulted—yeas 101, awn 


follow: mays 73; a3 
YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen 


A Ande 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bingham, Bissell, Bi kee to 
Bowie, Bowlin, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Seow, wet 
J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Thomas B. Butler, E. Carina 
Cabel!, Calvin, Casey, Chandier, Cleveland, Clingman, We 
liamson R. W, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Doty, Dences, 
Dunham, Durkee, Eliot, Featherston, Freediey, Gentry Gil 
bert, Gorman, Coos, Green, Grinnell, Hall, Haliowa, 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Hay: 

, Hoagland, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Jos. W. Jack.) 

R. W. Johnson, Julian, Kaufman, Jas. G. King, Jno. 4. 
La Sére, Leffler, Horace Mann, Matteson, McC'te 
Robert M. MeLane, Me Willie, Morehead 


Sen, Same : 


Kson, 
King, 
rhand, 
» Morse, Urr, Oris 


inson, Rose, Schermerhorn, Set Spaulding,s 
Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard - Btantos’ Tere’ 
der H. Stephens, ‘l'aylor, Jacob Thompson, Thurn . 
derhill, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, White, 
Williams, Wood, Wright, and Young—101. 


tman, Up. 
Whittesey, 

NAYS—Messrs, Alexander, Ashe, Averett, Beale, Boot 
Burt, Joseph Canle, Joseph P. Caldwetl, Gampbell, Cartier 
| Clarke, Colcock, re Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Dyer 


| Edmundson, Alexander vans, Naihan Evans, Fowler Ful. 
| ler, Gerry, Gilmore, Hamilton, Hampton, Haralson, [shan 
G. Harris, Hibbard, Holladay, Howe, Hunter, William 7, 


Jackson, Andrew Johnson, ones, Kerr, George G. Kin 
| Preston King, Littlefield, Job Mann, Marshall, MeDowel 
McGaughey, MeKissock, MeLanahan, MeMullen, Mc. 
Queen, Miller, Millson, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Outiaw 
Parker, Peastee, Potter, Reed, Robbins, Ross, Rumeey, 8xy. 
age, Sawtelle, Schenck, Seddon, Shepperd, Tiaddeus Stp- 
vens,Stetson, Thomas, James Thompson, Venable, Vinton 
Watlace, Watkins, Wildrick, and Woodward—75, 
” So the bill was passed. 

{[Mr. Barty, as was not within the bar at the 
| moment his name was called, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to record his vote. Ubjec- 
| tion paring been made, the vote was not received. | 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the bill had been passed, and 
that that motion be laid upon the table. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. 
and Duncan were appointed. 

And the question having been taken, the vote 
stood—ayes 63, noes 71. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurred upon laying on the table 
the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, and others, de- 
manded the and nays. 

Mr. RICHARDSON withdrew the motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. BISSELL renewed it, and moved to lay 
that motion on the table. 

Pending this question— 

The House, on motion of Mr. Sacxert, ad- 
journed. 








ALLACE 





IN SENATE, 


Tuespar, September 17, 1850. 

Mr. CLARKE presented the memorial of Ei- 
ward Dexter, of the State of Massachusetts, setting 
forth that in June, in the year 1809, he entered « 
the custom-house in Providence, forty chests of 
tea; that in the following month he took out 
twenty-six chests for exportation, and gave bond 
for the a of duties, and consi them to 
John G. Ladd, of Alexandria, D. C., to be ex- 
ported at the earliest opportunity, all of which 
appears by documentary evidence; that the tea 
was deposited in the warehouse of Mr. Ladd, in 
the said town of Alexandria, under the keys and 
custody of the officers of the customs, and before 
exportation were wholly consumed by fire, to the 
total loss of said teas, and all the incidental ex- 
pense added to the obligation of the memorialist; 
and that he s y paid the bonds at matu- 
rity to the Government at the rate of thirty-two 
cents per pound; aoe to reimburse 
him the full amount of duty paid on said teas, with 
interest thereon. The memorial was referred ‘0 

Mr. FREM resented the memorial of 2 
committee on behalf of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, setting forth that 
the commission for running the boundary line be- 


Phelps, Phonix, Pitman, Putnam, Richardson, Risley, Ron’ 9 
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= en Mexico and the United States will have to | 
Ae district which has never yet been ex- 
" d, and therefore that it is in the highest degree | 





jesirable for the interests of science that a corps of | 


jogists and naturalists should be attached to the 
oro into effect; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Library. . 

Mr. COOPER presented the memorial of Am- 

prose W. Thompson, proposing to establish a line 
of steamships to carry the United States mail be- 
pween- Philadelphia _and Antwerp, in Belgium, 
touching at Portsmouth, in England, and Havre, 
in France; the said ships to be not less than two 
thousand tons register,and adapted to war pur- 
ges, and so arranged as to be convertible to that 
service without alteration, and to be of the best 
sea qualities and capable of the greatest speed. 
Also, from the same, proposing to establish at his 
owe, expense a line of steamships to carry the 
ijnited States mail between Shanghai and Hong 
Kong, in China, and San Francisco, in California, 
touching at the Sandwich Islands; the said ships 
to be not less than three thousand tons each, and 
of equal qualities in all respects with the ships of 
the before-mentioned line, but actually armed and 
equipped for naval service in the Pacific ocean: 
Provided, that in each case the United States Gov- 
ernment subscribes two-thirds the cost in United 
Suites stock bearing an interest of five per cent. 
payable in twenty-five years. Interest on said 
stock to be paid by the memorialist annually to 
the Treasury of the United States, and until paid 
the Government to hold a lien on said ships. These 
memorials. were referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of William Archer, propo- 

singa plan.for preventing the exportation of the 
old collected in California in an uncoined state, 


| 


d asking an appropriation for carrying || 
. 7 be | relieve the sufferings of those unfortunate beings 
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| is a subject of high moment, and certainly recom- | 
| mends itself strongly to the best feelings of our | 





and for creating a fund for the conatruction of a 
railroad from thecity of Washington to San Fran- 
cisco, in California; which was referred to the 
Committeee on Finance. 

Mr C. also gave notice of his intention hereafter 
to ask leave to introduce a bill on this subject. He 
said he did this at the instance of the individual he 
had named, who appeared to him to be a respecta- 
ble and intelligent gentleman. For himself he 
knew nothing of the practicability of the project. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 
William Hurst; also the petition of Marianus 
Lang; aiso the petition of John W. B. Schriebor; 
each asking to be allowed an increase of pension; 
allof which were referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of Mary 
B. Renner, asking compensation for property de- 
stroyed by the enemy during the last war with 
Great Britain; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims, 

On motion by Mr. JONES, 

Ordered, That Solomon Walls have leave to withdraw 
the documents relating to his claim. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the joint resolution of 
the Senate, No. 29, being the resolution to amend 
the resolution approved the 10:h of August, 1850, 
relative to the payment of dividends or interest on 
war bounty scrip, reported back the same without 
amendment, and recommended its passage. - 

Mr. DICKINSON, I am directed by the select 
committee to which was referred the memorial of 
Miss D. L. Dix, asking that grants of public lands 
may be made for the relief and support of the indi- 
gent insane in the United States, to report a bill 
making a grant of public lands to the several 
ae of the Unio: for te relief and, support ¥| 
indigent insane 8. In making this report 
beg to say that i do it as the organ of the commit- 
tee merely. When | was appointed upon this se- 
lect committee I stated that I should not beable to 

ive this matter my personal attention, because the 
uties of the Committee on Finance were such as 
to engross my whole time and thought. [ present 
this bill, therefore, without expressing any opin- 
ton as to its details ane, principles, “ante i la 

posers of examining them as - 
oughly as I could os lam aware, too, that 
Some entertain doubts as to its constitutionality, 
and therefore [ shallexpress no opinion upon that 
question, but bring it before the Senate for its ac- 
tion in the absence of the chairman 


| society. 


the most abject specimens of poor degraded hu- 


| Patents and the Patent Office, to which were re- | 


THE STATUE OF COLUMBUS. 
_ Mr. BUTLER. I desire to submit the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolve?, That the Committee on the Library inquire 
into the propriety of removing the group contining the statue 
of Columbus, from its present position on the east portico 
of the Capitol, to a suitable place in some one of the, public 
squares. 

It is proper I should say that I do not offer the 
resolution as a mark of disrespect to the artist; but 
I rather think these statues should be removed -to 
some place in the public grounds, where perhaps 
they might be regarded as an ornament 

Mr. WINTHROP. 
Carolina aware that a statue to match the one 
which he proposes to remove has already been 
ordered, to be placed on the opposite wing? I be- 
lieve such is the fact, and that probably it is al- 
ready on its way to this country. 

g Mr. BUTLER. I will only say that I con- 
The bill was then read a first time and ordered ferred with some persons in relation to this eub- 


to a second reading. . || ject, and they concurred with me in th t 
Mr. WHITCOMB, from the Committee on A, alae ae roup. Sate 


The PRESIDENT. The resolution is not un- 


brough re the country for years past by Miss 
D. L. ix, of Boston, a lady of fortune, of accom- 
ished education, of refitement, and every way 
ttted to grace and adorn the highest circles of 
e has devoted herself with her whole | 
soul and all the energy and fidelity of her sex, to 


who have been bereft of reason. . She, too, has |, 
hovered like a ministering angel around the lonely 
cell of the prison—has visited wretched outcasts, 


manity, and has carried rays of light and consola- 
tion te the dungeon where the iron enters into the 
soul. In behalf of her holy mission | invoke for 
it the early and earnest attention of the Senate. lt 


nature. I do not expect or propose to take charge 
of it hereafter, but L*hope it will receive the con- 
sideration its importance demands. 


| ferred the documents in relation to the application | der discussion. 
of Thomas J. Godman for an extension of his || Mr. DICKINSON. I would suggest that that 
patent for scalding hogs by steam, submitted a re- |, part of the resolution which relates to the public 
port in writing, which was ordered to be printed, || grounds be struck out. J think I could find a 
| accompanied by a bill to extend a patent hereto- 


| | much more suitable place for it. 
| fore granted to Thomas J. Godman, which was || The PRESIDENT. The resolution is not un. 
| read and passed to a recond reading. 


, _ || der discussion. 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print-'| The resolution lies over under the rules. 


| ing, to which was referred the motion to print the SECRETARY’S CLERKS 
| communication of R. H. Weightman, and accom- Mr: WALKER submitted the following resolu- 


, ‘ ; ; 

| panying memorial of the Legislature of New Mex- | tion, which was considered by unanimous conser 

! » . ; ; vb 
ico, setting forth certain grievances and callingon ang agreed to: 


| Congress for their correction, reported in favor of | 

| printing the same; which was agreed co. | tert, Tha ta, Sem ote Sear bear, 
afnl: a E, oar gp poe on nae. the Same compensation as the engrossing clerks. 

| Buildings, to which was referred the memorial of | , 

| Robert Grant, asking an appropriation for the pur- | The bill eee emer aes : 

pose of lighting public buildings and grounds and || ae ; epresentatives for 
certain streets, asked to be discharged from the the relief of Aguirre and Gallivey, of New York; 
further consideration of the same, and that it be || W%# read # first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce; which |, Téferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

was agreed to. i] ‘STATUTES AT LARGE. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- || "The joint resolution relative to the printing of 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred,the || the laws of the United States was read a third 
bill to relinquish to the State of California all the || time and passed. 

LEGISLATION FOR CALIFORNIA. 


ground reserved for military purposes in the city 
of San Francisco, and not needed for such purpo- || Mr. FREMONT. Mr. President, I desire to 
ses, reported back the same with an amendment. | move that a day be set apart for the consideration 
Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- || of business for the State of California. It is very 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the petition of || important that something should be done for her, 
| Joseph Byrd, asking that he may be paid the value || and I therefore move that Friday next be appro- 
of a quantity of merchandise captured by him || priated for that purpose. 
while in the gervice as a private soldier in the year || Mr.GWIN. I hope the motion of my colleague 
1814, when being landed from a British schooner || will be adopted. It is of the greatest possible im- 
on the coast of Florida, and which was distributed || portance to the State we represent that there should 
| among the troops then stationed in Florida, asked || Ee some legislation for her before the close of the 
| to be discharged from the further consideration of || present session. 
| the same; which was agreed to. || ‘Lhe motion of Mr. Fremont was agreed to. It 
| Mr, RUSK, from the Committee on the Post || was therefore— ° 
| Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the \ Ordered, That Friday next be assigned to the considera- 
tition of Isaac Houston, asking compensation || tion of bills relating to the State of California. 
or carrying the mail, submitted a report in writing, | PUBLIC LANDS IN OREGON. 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied | On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate pro- 
by a joint resolution for the relief of Isaac Houston, || ceeded to the consideration of a bill entitled “ An 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. || act to create the office of surveyor general of the 
Also, from the same commitiee, to which was || public lands in Oregon, and to provide for the sur- 
referred the petition of Samuel F. Butterworth, | vey, and to make donations to settlers of the public 
asking compensation for carrying the mail, sub- || jands.’’ 
| mitted a report in an which was ordered to || The pending amendment was one offered by 
be printed, aecompanie OF a bill for his relief, || Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, when the bill wae last 
aio gn wane and ordered to a second peers. '| under consideration on the 3d instant, as follows: 
20, from the same commitiqn, to which wes || ,, ill the words: And that # ; 
referred House bill No. 66, being an act for the |} the ee a may be designated salad tet nadneanios. 
relief of James S. Graham and Walter H. Finnaill, || Of the President of the United States for forts, magazines, 
reported back the same without amendment. | arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful public uses, shall be 
Also, from the same committee, to which wes \| reserved and excepted from the operation of this act.” 
referred House bill No. 385, being the bill’ to || Which was modified,"on the suggestion of Mr. 
establish certain post roads in the United States, | Baveer, by the addition of the following: 
reported back the same with sundry amendments, | __ “ Provided, That if it shail be deemed necessary, in the 


and asked its immediate consideration. | jadgiment of the President, to include in any such reservation 
: | the improvements of any settler made previous to the passage 
! of this act, is shall in sueh case be the duty of the Secretary 











The motion having been ted to, could not 
be entertained under the rules, but on motion by 
Mr. RUSK, the bill was made the special order 
for twelve o'clock. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, from the Committee un || 
Revolutionary Claims, to which was referred.the \ 


| of War to cause the value of such improvements to be as- 
certained, and the amount so ascertained shall be paid to 
“|| the party entitled thereto, out of any money in the Treasury 
|| mot otherwise appropriated.” 
' 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. When this matter 


remuneration for the services of said Beatty, ask 
to be di from the further consideration of 
the same, which was agreed to. 


made in relation to the military reservations pro- 
posed to be made by the Government, and trespauses 


memorial of the heirs of William Beatty, asking | was asi under consideration some statements were 
were said to have been made upon the rights of 


Is the Senator from South @ 


ge 
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the settlers, Since that time I have made some | have sought, and acquired, I believe, very full in- 


further inquiries, and I find that not only what { | formation in relation to this claim. 


then stat 


I have a map 


is correct, but that the proofs are more | before me of the survey which was made for a 


coaciusive than | supposed it possibie to obtmin. || reservation at that place. That was the point 
I find feom the official corres ce, and the | selected by the commanding general for an ord- 


siatements of the officer sent 


re in connection || nance depdt, because, it being on the south side of 


with this matter, that in no instance has any one || the Columbia river, and on the fiorth side of the 
been driven from his possessions; and that in || Willamette, it was supposed to be most secure 


every instance where the Government has selected || from attack, either by a 


roach through the Puget 


land on which there were improvements, a careful || Sound, or by the Columbia river, or by land routes 


estimate has been made of the value of the im- | from other points. 


It also possesses the water 


provements found upon the land, with a view to || power necessary to drive the machinery required 
making therefor full compensation. Ihave learned || for an arsenal of construction. The private in- 


what » probably the foundation of the stor 
the store-house at Astoria. 


of || terest of the resident was treated as property in 
An officer direct from || selecting the site, and from the estimate made 


that country informs me that the commanding | seems very small compared with the idea ous. 

|| gested by the Senator’s argument. One would 
|| suppose from his representation that it was an 
| extensive cultivated estate, and that it had been 
|| laid waste; that it was over wide-spread fields of 


officer of the garrison desired to obtain a store- 
house which was the property of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, and that he sent a proposition 
to an agent of the company in relation to it. It 


had not been taken possession of when this officer | 


left the coantry, bat he met the agent of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company on his way, tn order to agree 
upon the terms of rent to be paid by the com- 
manding officer. 


1 have learned, also, that the | 


town of Astoria is situated upon four claims, each || 
one mile equare, with houses seattered along the || 
bank of the river, having a small strip of land || 


along the margin of the river cleared; and that the 


lot intended to be reserved is a high point of land, | 


overlooking the channel of the Columbia river. 
On thie two or three, or at most four inferior 
houses, had been erected, and the value of the im- 
provemenis were estimated to be worth about two 
thousand dollare. 1 learn, also, that this tract is 
claimed by the Hudson’s Bay Company. How 


grain and clustering vines that the iron-shod 
hoofs of the cavalry had ruthlessly trodden. Now, 
all that appears by the map and report is one 
acre of cleared and fenced land, and a log cabin, 
which is estimated at a hundred and eighty 
dollars—one hundred dollars being the high rate 
allowed for clearing the acre of land, and eighty 
for the fence and cabin. And as to the horses 


| running destractively over the grain-fields, the re- 


| the manner in which the survey was made. 


far the treaty of Washington, which determined || 
the boundary of Oregon, confirmed the possessory || 


title of the 
is not now for the Senate to decide. It is . 
tion aettied by imernational agreement. 


can no more allow citizens of the United States to 
dispossess them by settlement than we could send 
troops to turn them off from the lands by force. 


| 


| turned, as they had gone,in a boat. 


udson’s Bay Company in Oregon, it || 


j vey, and left in the most friendly manner. 
heir || 
right may be extinguished by purchase, but we | 


ply is contained in the statement made to gh 
e 
officers and two soldiers-~were sent to make the sur- 
vey; they went by way of the river in a hoat, and 
had no horses with them. ‘There was, accordin 
to my information, no dispossession of the resi- 
dent. These officers went to his house, stated the 
object of their visit, gave assurances that his prop- 
erty should be fairly estimated, and if taken for 
public use would be paid for; they thade the sur- 
No 
troops have ever been stationed there, nor any 
other action by the military officers of the Govern- 


| ment than that of the surveying party who marked 
|| the bounds of the proposed reservation, and re- 


Tiere is, then, to be considered in this connection, || 


first, the utle of the Hudson’s my Company, and 
then the reversionary title of the 

staniling in the way of these locations. We may 
grant to the settlers of that country whatever right 


ever righte we may hereafter scquire, but they 
have no claim by settlements; we have no power 


|| immediate possession. 


to make grants on lands previously occupied, and | 


now possessed by the Hudson’s Bay Company. I 
understand, also, that there has been some attempt 


Bay Company permitted its servants, as individ- 
uals, to locate on its tracts of land, under the im- 
pression that the company’s title to their possessions 
in the country could not be permanently held; and 
I have siso been informed that sometimes the em- 
ployés of the company have made locations against 
the claim of the company, 80 aa to secure its im- 
provements for their own benefit, under operation 
of the anticipated law for grants to actual settlers. 
The reports of the officers in relation to the pro- 
posed reservations are very full. 
before me, being originals and copies, showing the 
position and extent of the particular locations se- 
ected. That at Astoria is the lower one of these 
four sections, claimed as settlement rights, and 


which constitute the so-called town of Astoria. It | 


is a hath point of land, overlooking the river, and 
is represented as essential for miliary purposes. 
The other reservations p 


rivér, are Point Adams, two square miles; Cape 


Diswppaintment, about six hundred and forty acres; | 


and Sand Island, containing about twenty acres. 
These points [ understand have now no occupants 
upon them, and that there is no private claim upon 
them. The Astoria point has already been no- 
ticed. Six miles above Asteria there is another 
point of land overlooking the river, which is also 
considered desirable for military purposes; and at 
that point it is supposed that six hundred and 
forty acres might be requisite, 


river. And here, sir, | will say a few words in 
answer to the argument made by the Senator from 
iiimois, and founded especially upon this case, 
which he treated as an invasion of the private 
tghis of Mr. Meek, on the Willamette river. | 


lt have many | 


Next in order is || 
the site for an erdnance depdt on the Willamette | 


: 


nited States, as || 


Instead, 
therefore, of troops dispossessing this resident, 
and converting his fields into a pasture for the cav- 
airy horses, it was only a surveying party who 


| went there for the purpose of designating a reser- 
|| vation which it was proposed to make, and who, 
we possess, We may go further, and grant what- || 


when they had done so, left the place. It is not 


| intended, if the reservation be authorized, to take 


It was a mere selection 
and survey of a site, that hereafter, when it may 


become necessary to construct arms and ammuni- 
| tion in that country, we might have a reservation on 
at fraud in relation to this matter; that the Fludson’s || 





which we could erect an ordnance depdt and arse- 


| nal of constraction without paying an exorbitant 


| price for a proper site. 


In making this survey, 


| too, the greatest care was exhibited to avoid collis- 


| tlement. 


ion, and not needlessly to interfere with any set- 
There is a saw-mill on the stream, the 


| water power of which it was expected to use; and 





| in making the selection they treated with the owner 


of the mill in relation to the water privilege. 


|| There was also a settlement where there were 


some valuable fruit trees planted, and other im- 
provements. They avoided that settlement, and 
made their location around this cabin, with its sin- 
gie acre of cleared land. 

I will be very brief in the remainder of my re- 


| marks, as the Senator from Illinor informs me he 


intends to withdraw his objection. I| will, there- 
fore, say only so much as may be due ‘to the offi- 


| cers Whose conduct has been called m question. 
d to be made for || 
military purposes, at the mouth of the Columbia | 


‘The location at‘the Dalles is in the Indian country, 
where the natives subsist upon the fish whi¢h 
they take from the river at that very favorable 
point for this pursuit—salmon fishing. If white 
men were allowed to go there, with the superior 
fishing apparatus and skill they possess, they 
would deprive chose Indians of their only means of 
support. These are, 1 suppose, the fisheries from 
which the white men are said to have been exclu- 
ded. “If they went there, they were trespassers on 
the Indian jand, and ought to have been driven off. 
The miluary reservation at this point cannot 
interfere with settlers’ rights, pretensions, or rea- 
sonable expectations. The missionary location 
wilt be, 1 doubt not, duly respected, and the re- 


|| establishment of the mission would be promoted 


| by the presenge of troops. 


| 


lt was long since 


abandoned by the missionaries, on account of the 


hostility of the sutroanding tribes. 


ici atin, ET 
"8 Sound, 


A reservation is prope at 
This is, | believe, all except such tay 


from time to time be found necessa ns 
country. I will state further, that it on 

tended that any reservation within the settled ei 
of Oregon should be more than a mile Part 


. : Square; 
wherever claims are required 

to the peblie service, the og sae which ie takes 
is to be estimate and at its full value 
Such is the character of the amendment, and Buch 


has been the expectation and conduct of 
cers on the part of the Government in tad 


these pro reservations. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The statements that 1 mag 
the other day on this subject were made on a 
authority of the Delegate from . He be. 
lieved them. I believed them. 1 do not choos 
now to enter into a controversy as to whether thy 
information received by the Senator from Missis. 
sippi or the information I have received is correc, 
Neither of us can settle that point at present. By; 
Ideem it so important, and the Delegate from Ore. 
gon deems it so important that this bill should 
now, that I do not propose to say one word in re. 
ply. Butl hope we may now vote. 

The amerdment was adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved to strike out 
the third section of the bill, and insert in liey 
the *of the following: 

“ The surveys in said Territory shall be made after what 
is known as the geudetic method, under such regulations 
and upon such terins as may be provided by the Secretary 
vf the Interior, or other department having charge of the 
saci be fonlowed by wopepeephien! sarveye:se Ceaprel 
from time to time authorize and direct.» oT 

Mr. DOUGLAS, Mr. President, | merely rise 
to express the hope that the amendment will pot 
prevail; not with reference to its merits, but be. 
cause iis introducing «new system of surveying 
may endanger the bill in the House. If it is a 
better plan we can adopt it hereafter. But itis a 
new system, which requires investigation, and 
may ai this time operate to defeat the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, | 
should be sorry if the amendment should have 
that effect. Some time since | gave notice of my 
intention, whenever the subject of surveys in Cal- 
ifornia aad Oregon came up, to make this proposi- 
tion, fam convinced that the geodetic is the only 
mode by which a strictly accurate survey can be 
made anywhere; and that there never was a 
country where it was more necessary than in Or 
egon and California. This is the result of the 
mountainous and mineral character of the country. 
its narrow valleys being included between moun- 
tain ridges, afford the highest facilities for geodetic 
surveys, and the greatest difficulty to the mode now 
in use. ‘I'nere are also districts of country entirely 
worthless, and which lie contiguous to places 
where asingie acre would be worth more than the 
thousand acres adjoining. We require, then, the 
highest degree of accuracy in the survey. 

The present system is one which is wfong in 
theory. It has npherent errors, and those errors do 
not compensaie each other, but constantlyaccamu- 
late. When the present system is attempted to 
be applied to a mineral country, these errors in- 
crease to such a degree that surveys made in the 
old mode cannot be in any degree reliable. So 
they must prove in either Oregon or California. 
I Believe, also, that the mode which 1 propose, in 
a country such as this, if the minute survey, the 
small triangulation, be confined to the fertile val- 
leys and mines, can be adopted at less expense 
than a survey by the present mode of the whole 
country, as this mode ires. 

As we advance to the north the errors of the 

t mode of survey increase. Between 
40th and 41st — of north iatitude thece woull 
be an error of 476 feet—nearly one tenth of « mile 
to a degree of latitude. This is because the system 
of survey which we now use is founded on the 
supposition that the eatth is a plane instead of 
being spheroidal, as it is known to be. Brite 

r. President, | have no more interest in this 
matter than any other member of the Senate must 
have. [tis a matter of history that we ad 
the present mode of survey from the fact that our 
first system Of land survey had to be applied to 
‘flat and heavily wooded country, where the more 
scientific method could not advantageously 
adopted. Mr. Bilicott, aman OE aa ee 
was well aware of its ¢ when stem was 
‘introduced. If the Senator’s own prai 
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